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USC Norris Takes on Light The Night
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Light 
the Night Walk was held on Saturday, 
November 3rd at Century Park at the Century 
Plaza Towers in Los Angeles. Light The Night 
brings the community together to celebrate, 
honor and remember those touched by 
leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease 
and myeloma. This annual event focuses 
on raising awareness, funding research and 
treatment options to eliminate cancer. USC 
Norris Cancer Hospital’s teams have been 
participating in Light the Night since 2012 
and have raised over $50,000 for research, 
advocacy and support purposes. 

Use the following link to donate: https://donate.lls.org/lls/donate

Keck Medicine of USC + Canning Hunger’s Box of Love
Keck Medicine of USC has partnered up with 
Canning Hunger for their Annual food drive! 
This November, all hospital employees and 
visitors were encouraged to pick up a Box of 
Love, fill it up with specified menu items to 
be turned in right before Thanksgiving. Over 
700 boxes were donated to needy families 
within the our community and over $5000 to 
make up for extra boxes for support during 
this holiday season. Thank you to all the 
departments and individuals who took time 
during this busy season to give back to the 
community! Lastly, a BIG thank you to our very 
own Radiology department who go all out 
every year by filling up over 100 boxes! 
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Adopt a Family 

Keck Medicine of USC’s Community Benefit & Outreach department hosted their annual Adopt a Family. Over 
15 families within the community got adopted, and many thanks to the generous departments at our facility, 
all of the families within the community were able to get their wish-lists fulfilled!

Marco Garcia from the Pasadena Clinic meeting & greeting with 
the family they adopted for Christmas.

Claudia Retana and Christina Ortiz from Administration meeting 
with the family their department adopted from Christmas.

Santa Teresita Elementary School Toy Giveaway

Staff from Keck Medicine of USC and Keck 
School of Medicine of USC visited the Santa 
Teresita Elementary School in Boyle Heights  
on December 18th to donate and pass out gifts. 
Students from Kindergarten to 8th grades all 
received toys. Both school staff and students 
very were thankful for this Christmas time 
gifts!
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On Friday, November 9th, This is Where You Live 
Now, a program of Norris Community Benefit 
and Keck Medicine of USC took place at Norris 
Cancer Hospital. This program highlighted 
how cancer diagnosis can change our lives 
in an instant and leave us unprepared for the 
decisions we face. How do we stay true to our 
personal preferences and values as we choose 
a treatment path-especially if our priorities 
are at odds with the goals of our healthcare 
providers?   Is it possible to effectively weigh 
the risks and benefits of available treatment 
options if treatment is in conflict with our 
strongly held beliefs? In this conversation with 
USC medical oncologist Afsaneh Barzi, MD, 
cancer patients discuss their efforts to arrive at 
mutually acceptable treatment decisions and 
explore the “sacred space” between doctors 
and patients where respect and collaboration 
become potent healthcare tools.

This Is Where You Live Now

On Thursday, September 29th, Art: The 
Extraordinary Healer, a program of Norris 
Community Benefit and Keck Medicine of USC 
took place at Norris Cancer Hospital. Renowned 
artist, curator, and patient advocate Ted Meyer 
spent much of his childhood in severe pain with 
Gaucher disease—a potentially fatal enzyme 
deficiency affecting bones, joints, and organs. 
Following innovative treatment in adulthood 
which dramatically improved his health and 
well being, Ted’s artistic focus shifted away 
from his own physical condition to the healing 
and survival of others, providing the foundation 
for his transcendent Scarred for Life: Every 
Picture Tells a Story series. Ted Meyer is the 
current artist-in-residence at the Keck School 
of Medicine where he curates exhibitions whose 
subject matter coincides with the medical school 
curriculum. He has been featured on NPR and in 
the New York Times, Washington Post, Chicago 
Tribune and USA Today. Ted’s artwork has been 
displayed internationally in museums, hospitals, 
and galleries. He is a visiting scholar at the 
National Museum of Health and Medicine and 
was the recipient of the 2017 Sterling Visiting 
Professorship at Stanford University.

Art: The Extraordinary Healer
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The team from the recently developed USC 
Norris/UniHealth Comprehensive Cancer 
Control Coalition in Service Planning Area 4 
(SPA 4) (C4-SPA4) of the Office of Community 
Engagement at the USC Norris, attended 
the National Latino Cancer Summit at the 
end of July 2018. USC Norris staff were able 
to secure 12 scholarships for Promotores de 
Salud. Also in attendance were the program’s 
Coordinator, Priscilla Marin, and Program 
Manager, Ghecemy Lopez. The Summit was 
held at the University of San Francisco and 
hosted by Latinas Contra el Cancer. During 
the 2-day event, the team lead a group 
discussion about the barriers Latino under-
served patients face when dealing with cancer. 
Our USC Norris/UniHealth team engaged the 
public by role-playing a conversation in which 
two friends are speaking about cancer along 
with the stigmas the disease has in their social 
culture. The audience members were given 
scenarios of an individual that was under-
served in some way and had their own stigma 
against the disease. Each table of participants 
discussed the options the individual had and 
how, as scientists and medical professionals, 
they would interact with this individual. The 
exercise was very well received and gave a new 
light to most of the participants sitting in the 
audience. The entire summit was an excellent 
opportunity for the promotores to engage 
and participate in discussions that also deal 
with research and clinical trials. The variety of 
professionals at the Summit provided a perfect 
venue to learn from one another.  

National Latino Cancer Summit 2018

The summit served as an opportunity 
to accompany our Associate Dean for 
Community Initiatives at Keck and Director of 
our USC Norris Office of Community Outreach 
and Engagement, Lourdes Baezconde-
Garbanati. We were all ecstatic to celebrate 
and congratulate Lourdes for winning the 
“Making a Different World” award on the last 
day of the summit, July 31, 2018. The C4-SPA4 
program collaborates with various USC Norris 
community programs including Adelante, 
an exercise program for the community in 
partnership with Hazard Park and Recreation, 
Keck and Norris Patient Advisory Councils, 
Clinica Monsenor Romero, among others. 
Recently, the Keck and Norris Advisory 
Councils took community members to take a 
tour of USC University Park Campus. The group 
was very impressed by the new constructions 
and structures, especially The Village, which is 
accessible to the students and the community 
around the campus! The program continues 
to make new strides with its community 
members with the support from our USC 
Norris/UniHealth team.

For inquiries about Community Benefit & Outreach
Email: BenefitandOutreach@med.usc.edu

Call: (323) 865-7786
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