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H S C  C O M M U N I T Y

C o n n e c t i o n

2018 has been a busy year for community outreach at 
Keck Medicine of USC. Here are some of our outreach 
programs in the community. 

Choi Family Symposium  
On April 30th, Keck Medicine of USC hosted the Choi Family Endowment 
Symposium providing innovative ideas that focus on patient and family 
centered care. This year’s theme was presented on the person-centered 
care promise. The event was held at the California Endowment Center in 
Los Angeles. Please click here for the complete story. 

Hollenbeck Middle School – Robotics with Dr. Sotelo 
On January 23rd, our very own Dr. Sotelo visited Hollenbeck Middle 
School in Boyle Heights to discuss robotics surgery with the students. 
During his presentation he demonstrated the various robots used at Keck 
during surgery and how they work. Please click here for the complete 
story as told by a writer from Hollenbeck Middle School. 

Lincoln High School – AHA Teaching Gardens 
The Lincoln High School garden incorporated the school’s STEM, 
landscape maintenance and entrepreneurship programs on April 17th. 
This collaboration between the American Heart Association and Keck 
Medicine of USC is a real-life laboratory where students learn to plant 
seeds, nurture growing plants, harvest produce and ultimately 
understand the value of healthy eating habits. Many of the students 
from Lincoln High expressed their gratitude with an influx of thank you 
letters!  Please click here for the complete story.  

Santa Teresita Career Day 
On career day, March 14th, many stakeholders within the community 
gathered at Santa Teresita School in Ramona Gardens to share details 
about their careers with the students. Many of the students expressed that 
they want to grow up to be a professor, policeman, veterinarian, etc. 
Lunch was provided to all the students and members of the community. 

Dolores Mission Shelter Dinner 
On May 9th KMC Staff volunteered to prepare and cook a nutritious meal for 
the homeless shelter at Dolores Mission, including both the mens' and 
womens’ shelters. At this event, our executive chef, Catalina Portillo, 
creates an amazing menu using only the freshest ingredients. Our Keck 
colleagues spend time preparing the meal at the Mission and then serve 
each Mission resident. Our colleagues also sit with the residents and share 
the meal. If you are interested in joining a future dinner at the Dolores 
Mission, please email BenefitandOutreach@med.usc.edu.  

Keck Farmers Market  
By providing fresh fruits and vegetables for the community and staff at 
Keck Medicine of USC, each Tuesday the Farmers Market fills an unmet 
need in the community. Each week, fresh fruits and vegetables are 
distributed to local families through the Hazard Park Recreation Center. 
At the market attendees may purchase a Keck Veggie Buck for $5.00. This 
can be used to purchase $10.00 of fresh fruits and vegetables at the 
market, which helps promote healthy eating within the community! 

Survivor Author Series 
Throughout the year, cancer survivors share their personal stories through 
their written work.  On May 3rd, artist and author Stewart Liff spoke about 
his career as an award-winning visual management expert creating visually 
engaging workplace environments designed to emotionally connect 
employees to their work. Now, as a Stage III colorectal cancer survivor, 
Stewart shared his compelling personal story and unique insights into how 
we can best adapt, persevere, and move forward after cancer and other life 
challenges by fostering connectedness and building a personal team of 
champions. Stewart uses his most recent book, A Team of Leaders, along 
with his talents as a quick-sketch artist to entertain, inform and inspire us. 
20 of Stewart’s books were raffled to the attendees. 

Survivor Art Series 
Throughout the year we also host cancer survivors and their expressions of 
their cancer journey through art. On January 11th we welcomed Jean 
Richardson, artist and cancer survivor.  The event was held in the Jennifer 
Diamond Resource Center at Norris Cancer Center where we opened an 
exhibit of Jean’s work. The survivor art series occurs three times 
throughout the year. The artist shares their life journey and how art plays 
an important role through their journey and survivorship. 

Amazing Turnout for 2nd Annual Target: BP Symposium 
On May 3rd, we partnered with the American Heart & Stroke Association to 
hold our second annual Target Blood Pressure Symposium. The turnout 
was amazing! The Symposium is just one more way that our outreach to 
surrounding community clinics is taking root. We had over 150 attendees 
(50% bigger than last year). It is a big part of our drive to be East LA’s 
academic medical center partner, with a mission to actively support 
community providers' efforts to improve their delivery of high quality 
clinical care. Please click here to get more information. 

Proyecto Pastoral - Women of Impact 
On May 23rd Proyecto Pastoral hosted a fundraiser for programming needs 
and promoted the impact women make within the Boyle Heights 
community. Laura Mosqueda, MD, Dean of Keck School of Medicine of USC, 
and Chair & Professor of Family Medicine spoke at the event presenting 
about the labyrinth of hurdles women face in the work field, yet 
empowered all to continuously strive for success! Proyecto Pastoral has 
been working in the Boyle Heights community to develop grassroot 
projects in education, leadership, and service. On June 30th Proyecto 
Pastoral in collaboration with Keck Medicine of USC will be hosting the 
Proyecto Pastoral Women’s Conference. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please email us at BenefitandOutreach@med.usc.edu. 
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