
2018 has been a busy year for community outreach at 
Keck Medicine of USC. Here are some of our outreach 
programs in the community.
YouHeaL + Keck School of Medicine + Keck Medicine of USC
The Youth Health Leadership (YouHeaL) Program is one of the Keck School 
of Medicine and Keck Medicine Community Benefi ts initiative aimed at 
empowering local high school students from communities surrounding 
USC as agents of community change in nutrition and physical activity. 
Through the YouHeaL Program, Latino youth participate in a twelve-week, 
evidence-based, culturally-tailored curriculum, to learn about nutrition, 
exercise, weight loss, and community health. Read more.

American Heartwalk CLOTHING + DRIVE
The Anesthesia Surgery Department at Alhambra has organized a clothing 
drive on August 24th, 2018. If you are interested in particpating please bring 
used clothing, shoes, linen, towels, sheets, pillows, covers, belts, hats, 
socks, scarves, purses, jewlery, small suffed animals, and small toys to the 
Northwest parking lot by the USPS mailboxes between 2:00PM and 5:00PM. 
For any questions please contact Lorraine McCoy (626) 457-4099 or Mary 
Cun (626) 457-4097. More information. 

  Bi-monthly update for the Keck Medicine of USC Community August 2018

  H S C  C O M M U N I T Y

C o n n e c t i o n

Nutritional Health Workshops with Kids
For the past few months, Our AmeriCorps members who are currently doing 
their year of service at Keck Medical Center have been delivering on-going 
nutritional workshops to children and their families within the local com-
munity such as the Boys and Girls Club in Ramona Gardens. These weekly 
workshops address topics such as food labels, eating healthy, the major 
food groups, and MyPlate. With ingredients provided by Bonnie and Frank 
from food services, freshly prepared healthy snacks accompany these 
workshops so kids can begin to learn how to eat and live healthy at an early 
age. Read more. 

Partnering with the Saint John’s Well Child & Family Center 
The AmeriCorp members have also been active in helping our community 
partners such as Saint John’s Well Child and Family Center with outreach to 
the underserved Chinese population within Lincoln Heights. This involves 
translational services, tabling events at community centers, culturally 
appropriate workshops, and meetings with Chinese community leaders. 
Through this eff ort, they hope that the Chinese community becomes aware 
of clinical services made available to them and can better manage and 
address their health issues. They have also been collaborating with Keck’s 
international department see how Keck’s services can help community 
members' families that are in foreign countries. Read more.

Keck Medicine of USC @ AHA Heart Ball
Keck Medicine of USC was represented at the American Heart Association’s 
5th Annual Heart Ball, celebrating the AHA’s mission to change the culture 
of health in Los Angeles by removing barriers to heart health and increasing 
access to prevention-related programs. Keck’s Medicine was represented by 
Tom Jackiewicz, Carol Peden, Paul Craig, Michael Hochman & Ray Matthews. 

Annual Picnic Basket Contest @ Keck Medicine of USC
The Community Benefi t & Outreach department conducted its 2nd Annual 
Picnic Basket Contest. Many departments and units participated in the 
contest, designing v arious themed baskets. Everyone at the hospital had 
the opportunity to vote on their favorite basket, and even participate in a 
silent auction. Proceeds from the silent auction support the Hazard Park 
Recreation Center to increase exercise through organized sports.

Proyecto Pastoral Women’s Conference 
Proyecto Pastoral’s 21st Annual Community Women’s Conference, “Women 
power, Here to Stay/Poder Femenino, Aquí Estoy y no me voy”, was held on 
June 30, 2018. The conference was a great success, with 281 women from 
Boyle Heights attending and 24 workshops on off er dedicated to their 
health, wellness, and personal empowerment. Read more.

Moving “Adelante” It’s a Trojan Family Aff air
Gloria E. used to walk all-day long pushing a shopping cart in the streets 
of Boyle Heights, selling her products. Little did she know that her intense 
pain in the abdomen and other unusual changes would turn out to be col-
orectal cancer. In the following months, she and her loved ones spent most 
days fi ghting together against the disease, longing for the day Gloria could 
move forward (Adelante!). Read more.

Making a Different World Award
Dr. Lourdes Baezconde-Garbanati, Associate Dean for Community Initia-
tives at KSOM, Faculty Advisor for Keck Medicine of USC, and Associate 
Director for Community Engagement at the Norris Comprehensive Can-cer 
Center received the “Making a Different World” award at the national 
conference translating-science to populations to people along the Latino 
cancer-conundrum held in San Francisco on July 31, 2018. Read more.
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Kids Cook With Heart 2018
The Kids Cook with Heart program between Keck Medicine of USC and the 
American Heart Association aims to address the obesity epidemic within 
the Greater Los Angeles area. This report by Ray Niu who is part of USC Of-
fi ce of Community Initiatives showed that over 203 children between ages 
8 to 18 years old completed the program. It did not only teach participants 
how to cook basic healthy meals, but also educated them on various medi-
cal conditions, healthy lifestyle choices, and proper nutrition. Read more.
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