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Primary care students focus on health education and 
community outreach
On January 19, first-year medical 
students from the Keck School of 
Medicine Primary Care Program 
partnered with the LAC+USC 
Wellness Center for the first 
annual Diabetes Day. Twenty-four 
participating medical students taught 
diabetic nutrition to Wellness Center 
patients by leading nutrition sessions 
in both English and Spanish. These 
sessions included topics such as 
reading food labels, understanding 
portion sizes and healthy living with 
diabetes. The event then culminated 
in a cooking class led by a bilingual 
nutritionist. 

“I appreciated the opportunity 
to contribute to the patients’ 
understanding of how to manage their 
diabetes, while also being invigorated 
by my interactions with them,” said 
first-year medical student Andrea 
Banuelos Mota. “Participating in this 
event filled me with motivation to keep 
working hard towards one day being 
their physician.”
The first-year Primary Care Program 
students spend a semester learning 
basic diabetic nutrition through 
didactic instruction and working with 
the Wellness Center nutritionist, 

as part of many community-based, 
service-learning opportunities that 
support their primary care medical 
education. 

The Keck School of Medicine Primary 
Care Program trains primary-
care focused medical students in 
community health settings. Students 
are selected from an application 
process at matriculation based on their 
commitment to primary care careers. 
Once accepted, they learn about 
continuity of care, the patient-centered 
medical home and how to best build 
relationships with patients and primary 
care faculty throughout medical school. 
The additional mentoring, leadership, 
research, education and service 
opportunities support each student’s 
primary care interests, which include 
the fields of family medicine, general 
internal medicine, general pediatrics, 
geriatrics and women’s health.  

Additionally, second-year Primary 
Care Program students learn 
team-based care through the 
Interprofessional Geriatrics 
Curriculum (IPGC), which provides 
an interdisciplinary geriatric experience 
for USC health professional students. 

What a year for 
the Department 
of Family 
Medicine! 

We are growing 
by leaps and 
bounds in all 

aspects of our work — clinical 
care, research, education and 
community connections. 
Fight on!

Dentistry, occupational, therapy, 
pharmacy, physical therapy, physician 
assistant, medicine and social work 
students perform health assessments 
and education, while visiting the homes 
of older adults. Caring for community-
dwelling elderly in the Menorah House 
and Hope Through Housing programs 
teaches students team-based care, an 
essential part of primary care.

“The Primary Care Program gives 
medical students interested in a 
primary care career a rich and unique 
opportunity to experience hands-on 
primary care,” said Reilly. “They spend 
time with community clinic mentors, 
are involved in teaching experiences 
with marginalized communities and 
practice working in interprofessional 
teams during their IPGC home visits. 
This program enriches and nurtures 
students’ interests in the diverse 
opportunities a primary care career 
offers, while building a vibrant primary 
care student community.”

Laura Mosqueda, MD
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Interprofessional USC faculty who protect suspected victims of elder abuse 
honored by Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

The Family Medicine Department at the Keck School of Medicine of USC

On Dec. 6, 2016, Diana Homeier, MD and the 
Los Angeles County Elder Abuse Forensic Center 
(LACEAFC) were honored for 10 years of service at a 
Los Angeles Board of Supervisors meeting. Supervisor 
Hilda Solis acknowledged the forensic center’s role 
in working with 12 county and city agencies to create 
better outcomes in cases of elder abuse. 

“Adult Protective Services and the District Attorney’s 
Office have been especially committed to the success 
of the forensic center,” stated Solis. “Over 1,300 of the 
most egregious cases of abuse and neglect have been 
handled at the center, and the team has significantly 
improved the health outcomes and protections for 
vulnerable elders and dependent adults.”

The LACEAFC was started in 2006 and the group 
has worked together, including meetings on a weekly 
basis, for the past 10 years to make a difference in 
the discovery and protection of older adults in Los 
Angeles County. Homeier and her team partner 
with Adult Protective Services to coordinate an 
interprofessional response to elder abuse cases. In fact, 
cases that have come to the center have been ten times 
more likely to be prosecuted, with evaluation research 

indicating that once clients are assisted by the center’s 
team they are less likely to be referred back with 
allegations of additional abuse. 

Kate Wilber, PhD, professor at the USC Leonard 
Davis School of Gerontology, was present for the Board 
of Supervisor’s meeting and spoke about the work done 
by the LACEAFC. 

 “This is a unique program that really combats elder 
abuse. It is one of the few interventions to have been 
demonstrated to do so,” Wilber said in the meeting. 
“And as a result, the Los Angeles County model is 
being replicated throughout the country.”

The group was presented with a scroll from Solis that 
states, “The quality of life for victims of abuse and 
neglect is increased through enhanced communication 
and coordination between Adult Protective Services, 
law enforcement, and providers able to achieve justice. 
Therefore, be it resolved, that the Los Angeles Board of 
Supervisors hereby recognizes The Los Angeles County 
Elder Abuse Forensic Center for its outstanding 
services and contributions to the elder and dependent 
adults of Los Angeles County.”

Kate Wilber, PhD, Supervisor Hilda Solis, Allyson Young, Belle Chan and Richard Franco stand with the scroll presented to the Los Angeles 
County Elder Abuse Forensic Center at the Board of Supervisors Meeting on Dec. 6, 2016. (Photo Courtesy of Supervisor Hilda Solis’ Office)
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Family medicine associate professor helps LA county children grow
Associate professor of Family Medicine and 
Preventive Medicine Gregory Stevens, PhD has joined 
the newly formed LA “Help Me Grow” Leadership 
Council. This new county-wide program has been 
created in partnership with First 5 and L.A. Care to 
address gaps in childhood development screenings. 
The group will meet quarterly to give input on the 
design of the initiative and provide insight.

Beginning earlier this year, First 5 LA and L.A. 
Care contracted researchers, including Stevens, 
to investigate the gaps for lower-income children 
in proper developmental screening. As part of his 
study, he asked physicians if they routinely check 
children for lags in speech, motor function and overall 
development. 

His findings revealed major gaps in screening, so he 
recommended the implementation of a program called 
“Help Me Grow” which has already proven successful 
in other communities. The idea behind “Help Me 
Grow” is to create a centralized system for providers, 
families and services to connect. Currently, it is hard 
for doctors to connect patients with resources, so this 

would create a single place 
for physicians, patients and 
regional centers to implement 
care plans.

“LA County is so large and 
diverse, with so many moving 
complex and competing parts, 
that having one coordinating 
entity for children, their 
parents and doctors makes a 
lot of sense,”said Stevens.

First 5 LA and L.A. Care adopted the 
recommendation and have committed millions of 
dollars into implementing the “Help Me Grow” 
model for Los Angeles County. As part of the 
leadership council, Stevens will be involved in the 
process of implementing this new model in order to 
close the gap in developmental screening. 

“Being a part of this council that has brought a lot of 
passionate voices to the table, means USC will be at 
the forefront of improving the lives of our county’s 
youngest residents,” he added.

The Department welcomes 
Hector Llenderrozos, MD, MPH. 
In the decade previous to his time 
at USC, Llenderrozos worked at 
the UCI Department of Family 
Medicine and in the Department 
of Family Medicine in the 
Southern California Permanente 

Medical Group. He has 20 years of experience 
seeing culturally diverse patients and teaching future 
physicians. 

Llenderrozos completed his medical degree and 
received a Master of Public Health degree from the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. He then completed 
his residency at the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor. After joining the Family Medicine Department 
at the University of Michigan as a Clinical Instructor 
I, he transitioned to a University of Michigan-
affiliated project in Shanghai, China, as a Clinical 

Instructor II, teaching visiting medical students and 
residents and caring for patients. Additionally, he was 
invited to present seminars and teach at the Shanghai 
Medical University School of Public Health as a 
visiting associate professor. 

After settling in Southern California, Llenderrozos 
served as the Director of Maternity Care and associate 
clinical professor in the Family Medicine Department 
at the University of California Irvine. 

Llenderrozos has received numerous honors and 
awards including the Physician of Excellence from the 
Orange County Medical Association and Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year Award from the UCI Family 
Medicine Residency. He has also worked on several 
major grants, has been an invited speaker on multiple 
occasions and collaborated in peer-reviewed research 
projects. 

New faculty joins the CHMC/USC Family Medicine Residency
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Want to make a difference in medicine, education and healthcare?

http://keck.usc.edu/family-medicine/support-family-medicine/
Donate today to the Department of Family Medicine and contribute to education, 

research and health. Your generosity makes a difference and we thank you for your support.

On November 4, 2016, the USC Emeriti Center 
with the Keck School of Medicine of USC 
invited community members to the first USC 
Interprofessional Health Care Symposium: Resources 
for a healthier, longer life. 

Keynote speaker Laura Trejo, MSG, MPA talked 
about the City of Los Angeles’ initiatives to create 
an age-friendly Los Angeles. Following her opening 
remarks, panelists including Ashley Halle, OTD, 
OTR/L, Lauren Fox MacMillan, PhD, Adria E. 
Navarro, PhD and Erin M. Hayden, PT, DPT, spoke 
about the integration of various professions in health 
care, specifically for older persons. Additionally, 

attendees were given access to community resources 
from Alzheimer’s Greater Los Angeles, the Center 
for Health Care Rights, the USC Family Caregiver 
Support Center and the National Center on Elder 
Abuse. 

In the afternoon portion, expert panelists explored 
cognitive health. This featured S. Duke Han, PhD, 
Freddi Segal-Gidan, PhD and Bradley R. William, 
PharmD, who each spoke about the aging brain. The 
event was successful in reaching the community and 
a continued effort as part of the Geriatric Workforce 
Enhancement Program effort to benefit healthy aging 
through improved quality care.  

Family Medicine Department at the Keck School of Medicine of USC hosts first 
Interprofessional Health Care Symposium for the community


