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a new satellite location for The Doctors of USC in 

Beverly Hills is very close to reality. USC recently 

signed a nine-year lease agreement, valued at $8 million,  

for 14,195 square feet of medical office space at Archway 

Medical Plaza, a premiere medical office campus at 9033 

Wilshire Boulevard.

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills, part of the Keck School  

of Medicine, is scheduled to open in January 2011 and will  

be located in suites 300 and 500 of the building, at the  

northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Wetherly Drive.

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills will offer the latest treat-

ments from top specialists. Advanced care through cutting-

  

1 July 12–Dean Puliafito (center) 
meets with Dr. Shrinivas Shanbhag;  
Dr. Inderbir Gill; Mukesh Ambani, 
chairman  and managing director,  
Reliance Industries Limited, Mumbai; 
and USC President C. L. Max Nikias. 
Photo by Ryan Ball

2 July 13 — Film producer Robert 
Evans and Dean Puliafito at the  
reception honoring Sumner Redstone.  
Photo by Steve Cohn

3 July 13 — CBS President and 
CEO Leslie Moonves, and former studio  
executive Sherry Lansing with Sumner 
Redstone. Photo by Steve Cohn

4Aug. 10 — Dean Puliafito watches 
returning Keck student Lauren Nosanov 
perform an “operation” at the annual 
Returning Student Reception held at 
Puliafito’s home.  
Photo by Brook Photography

5Aug. 11 — New medical students 
Lisa Werth (left), Christianne Wa  
(center), Kristin Louie (right) pose  
with Tommy Trojan (Hector Aguilar) 
and Traveler at the Dean’s reception  
for new students.  
Photo by Brook Photography

6Aug. 13 — First-year medical 
student Karin Wu is congratulated  
at the Keck School’s annual White  
Coat Ceremony.  
Photo by Ryan Ball
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Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 

announced a $24 million charitable gift from media 

executive and philanthropist Sumner M. Redstone at a 

reception July 13 at the Montage Hotel in Beverly Hills.

The multi-million dollar gift will support cancer research 

directed by renowned oncologist David Agus, director of the USC 

Center for Applied Molecular Medicine and the USC Westside 

Prostate Cancer Center. Nearly 30 guests, including USC Presi-

dent C. L. Max Nikias, CBS President and CEO Leslie Moonves, 

former studio executive Sherry Lansing, and film producer Robert 

Evans, applauded the gift.

“David Agus is not only an accomplished scientist who literally 

is changing how we think about cancer, but is also a remarkable  

Whether serving customers in one of the Nashville baker-
ies he owns or treating patients, D. Brent Polk, M.D., 

is making an impact. “One of my mottos is that life is too short 
to eat bad food,” he says. 
 In April, Polk joined USC as chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics and vice dean for clinical affairs at the Keck School 

of Medicine, and chair of pediatrics and vice president of aca-
demic affairs at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. 
 “It is very rewarding,” Polk says, “to see a child or ado-
lescent with debilitating inflammatory bowel disease go from 
being hospitalized back to playing basketball, performing in a 
piano recital or simply hanging out with friends and family.”
  “The combined strengths of the University of Southern 
California, the Keck School of Medicine, Childrens Hospital 
and the Saban Research Institute at the hospital, coupled with 
the level of community commitment demonstrated by the 
Childrens Hospital’s Board of Trustees, convinced me that this 
was the one place where I could serve and make the biggest 
difference in children’s lives,” Polk says. 
 Prior to joining USC, Polk served at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville as chief of the D. Brent Polk Division of Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, director of the 
Digestive Disease Research Center, and a tenured professor of 
pediatrics and cell and developmental biology.

 In his new position, Polk is focused on developing synergies 
between the Keck School and Childrens Hospital, strengthening 
partnerships between the two institutions in research, education, 
advocacy and health care delivery. He plans to recruit investiga-
tors capable of building on existing research strengths to develop 
more effective prevention, diagnosis and treatment options for 

pediatric health disorders. 
 Polk’s primary research focus is on understanding the 
normal healthy state of the gastrointestinal tract and how 
it can manage to repair significant injuries or ulcerations 
in just a matter of days. He is collaborating in the labora-
tory with Keck, Childrens Hospital and Saban scientists 
on stem cell and regenerative medicine research that 
could someday offer hope to patients with diseases such as 
Crohn’s or ulcerative colitis, in which the usual gastroin-
testinal repairs are interrupted. 
 A Presidential Scholar at Ouachita University in Ar-
kansas, Polk went on to obtain his medical degree at the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. He complet-
ed both his internship and residency in the Department 
of Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas and Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital before moving on to a fellowship in 
pediatric gastroenterology at Stanford University. 
 Even while building his illustrious medical career, 
Polk found time to co-found a bakery and café, called 

“Provence,” with his partner Terry Carr-Hall. With handcrafted 
artisanal breads and pastries like French macarons, Provence has 
become a popular fixture on Nashville’s café scene and expanded 
into six locations. Polk and his partner are now on the hunt for 
the perfect Los Angeles location to open their seventh café. 
This commitment to excellence characterizes all of Polk’s work, 
whether serving customers in his bakery or treating children. 
Above his desk, Polk keeps a plaque given to him by a patient. 
The plaque states:
  “In 100 years, no one will care about your car, your house or 
your wealth, but that the world may be different because you were 
important in the life of a child.” 
 “It’s a simple but powerful message,” Polk says. “I try  
to instill that vision in those with whom I work and train,  
because it basically sums up my approach to patient care,  
research and education.” 

D. Brent Polk Find Sweet Rewards in Treating Children
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doctors of usc Beverly hills to open this Winter

Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito (left), oncologist David 
Agus (center left), professor of medicine at the Keck School, and USC 
President C. L. Max Nikias (right) present Sumner Redstone with a 
mounted stethoscope at a July 13 reception in his honor. Redstone’s gift 
will support cancer research directed by Agus, who is also director of the 
USC Center for Applied Molecular Medicine and the USC Westside 
Prostate Cancer Center. Photo by Steve Cohn

edge therapies and clinical trials will be offered, as well as  

continuing medical education for community physicians.

The initial focus will be on ophthalmology and urology, providing a 

complete range of sub-specialties to deliver comprehensive diag-

nostic and treatment services for prostate cancer and eye-related 

issues. Ophthalmology services will be housed at the site as the 

USC Doheny Eye Center, while urology and prostate cancer services 

will operate as the USC Norris Westside Cancer Center.

“This vital center brings the care and expertise of The Doctors 

of USC closer to Westside communities,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, 

dean of the Keck School. “The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills center  
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t   he Keck School of Medicine received the maximum eight-

year full accreditation from the Liaison Committee on  

Medical Education (LCME), the best results achieved since  

a 10-year accreditation was granted in 1981. The official  

notification letter cited many strengths and offered praise  

for a number of medical school programs.

The nationally recognized accrediting authority for U.S. medical 

education programs gave the Keck School the maximum period of 

accreditation based on a full survey visit conducted by an LCME 

survey team at the Keck School in late 2009.

“The full accreditation and praise received from this important 

committee that sets national standards for medical schools  

is a testament to the quality of our medical education program 

and our dedicated faculty,” said Keck School Dean Carmen  

A. Puliafito.

In the letter, Puliafito was credited with creating an ener-

gizing institutional spirit of commitment to teaching and the 

educational program, with resources from university leadership. 

The letter commended Puliafito for significantly increasing fund-

ing for educational leadership, infrastructure and innovation.

Education, research and community service opportunities 

offered through the school’s proximity and affiliation with Los 

Angeles County+USC Medical Center, USC University Hospital, 

USC Norris Cancer Hospital and Childrens Hospital Los Angeles 

were also noted in the letter.

Three additional commendations recognized:

>>  The medical school’s adoption of an innovative program 

using non-physician medical student educators as faculty 

members associated with each core clerkship, financed  

by the dean, to help provide consistent, responsive and  

effective clinical student education across all sites.

>>  The division of medical education as an impressive insti-

tutional resource, providing effective faculty development, 

an institution-wide Education Innovation Meeting, and other 

highly effective programs such as a system-wide Residents  

as Teachers program, Teaching and Leadership fellowships, 

and a Master of Academic Medicine degree.

>>  Leadership provided by the Office of Faculty Affairs and its 

pervasive impact on faculty enthusiasm, career advancement 

and productivity in education, research and clinical care.

Keck School Vice Dean for Medical Education Henri Ford 

expressed his gratitude for remarks made by the LCME.

“We are very proud that the LCME has recognized the 

quality of our medical education program, acknowledging the 

importance and re-

sources we put into 

educating future 

doctors,” he said.

The LCME is 

sponsored by the 

Association of 

American Medical 

Colleges and the 

American Medical 

Association and is 

recognized by the 

U.S. Department of Education as the accreditation authority for 

M.D. programs in the United States.

The committee assesses medical schools for accreditation 

by conducting a process of quality assurance that determines 

whether an institution or program meets established standards 

for function, structure and performance.

Medical education at the Keck School is praised for its innovation and 
energy by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME).  
Photos by Bill Youngblood and Jon Nalick.

the Doheny Eye Institute and 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, both 

staffed exclusively by USC physicians, 

once again appeared in the national top 

10 in U.S. News & World Report maga-

zine’s 21st annual rankings of “America’s 

Best Hospitals.” 

The Doheny Eye Institute ranked eighth 

in ophthalmology based on recommenda-

tions from specialists in ophthalmology 

for challenging cases and procedures.

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was 

one of only seven children’s hospitals in the nation and the only 

pediatric medical center on the West 

Coast named to the national “Honor 

Roll” of children’s hospitals in the 

United States, published in June.

USC University Hospital appeared in 

the urology rankings for the first time, 

debuting in 16th place.

The adult hospital rankings, released in 

July, are categorized by medical specialty, 

with the top 50 medical centers listed for 

most specialties.

In addition to urology, USC University 

Hospital was ranked in four other spe-

cialties. The hospital ranked 20th in 

neurology and neurosurgery–climbing 25 

spots from last year, 28th in pulmonol-

ogy, 29th in gynecology and 31st in 

orthopaedics.

USC-affiliated Rancho Los Amigos 

ranked 17th in rehabilitation, up one spot 

from last year.

 “I’m proud of our Keck School of Medicine faculty and the 

hospital staff who did the hard work that made all of the recent 

rankings possible,” said Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. 

“This national recognition of their dedication and professional-

ism is well deserved. I am especially proud of the first-time 

inclusion of our Department of Urology, under the leadership of 

Dr. Inderbir Gill, in these rankings.”

The Best Hospitals guide ranked 152 medical centers nation-

wide out of 4,852 hospitals in 16 specialties.

The full list of hospital rankings and methodology is also 

available online at http://www.usnews.com/besthospitals. The 

rankings were published in the August issue of the magazine.

Redstone Gives Keck School $24 Million for Cancer Research

doctors of usc Beverly hills to open this Winter

physician who brings tremendous skill and compassion to his work 

with patients,” said Redstone. “I was fortunate to meet Dr. Agus 

shortly after I was diagnosed with prostate cancer, and since that 

time I have benefitted from his expertise. He quite literally saved my 

life, as he has done for many others.”

The donation to the Keck School of Medicine is part of more 

than $100 million in previously announced charitable grants that 

Redstone has awarded to fund initiatives in the U.S. and abroad.

“Sumner is one of the most remarkable people I’ve ever met; it 

continues to be an honor to be involved in his care,” said Agus. “We 

are working on new treatments for prostate cancer, and this tre-

mendous philanthropic gift from Sumner allows our team to think 

outside of the box. He gives us free rein to think about the world of 

health care in a different way, and he pushes us to be more entrepreneurial 

by focusing on incremental gains and taking risks in areas where there are 

breakthrough opportunities.”

Keck School Dean Puliafito also expressed appreciation for the gift. 

“This extraordinarily generous gift from Sumner Redstone will boost  

Dr. Agus’ exciting research program, which we believe has the potential  

to make a revolutionary impact on cancer therapy,” he said.

Agus is co-leader of the National Cancer Institute-funded Physical 

Sciences in Oncology Center at USC, which aims to bring physical sci-

ence researchers, including physicists and mathematicians, together with 

biological scientists, in hopes of creating new paradigms with which to 

approach and treat cancer. Agus is a member of the NCI-designated USC 

Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center faculty.
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is a dramatic demonstration of the Keck School of Medicine’s  

commitment to advancing the art and science of medicine for 

our local community.”

The center will feature patient exam and treatment rooms, 

an on-site laboratory and pharmacy, and valet parking. A USC 

Boardroom, Trojan Hospitality 

Room and a medical educa-

tion video conferencing center 

are also planned. Future ser-

vices include a men’s health 

center, women’s health center 

and imaging center.

The 50,000-square-foot 

Archway Medical Plaza is 

the newest, state-of-the-art 

medical building in Beverly Hills. Designed by Sim & Associ-

ates, 9033 Wilshire offers distinctive architectural style with 

steel and glass construction and artistic elements such as a 

14-foot by 20-foot glass mural in the lobby designed to continu-

ously change colors using an energy efficient LED system. The 

mural was designed by lighting artist David Steinitz using the 

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills—part of the Keck School of Medicine—is 
scheduled to open in early 2011 at the northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard 
and Wetherly Drive, shown above in a photo illustration of how the building 
will appear.

continued from page 1

same system installed at Los Angeles International Airport on the color 

changing columns near the entrance on Century Boulevard.

The plaza courtyard boasts a 30-foot by 40-foot art installation of 

an aluminum-weave orchid mural designed by Youn Woo Chaa, a mul-

timedia artist whose work is collected by international museums.

David Agus, Neda Shamie and Inderbir  
Gill are among the Keck faculty who will  
practice at the Doctors of USC Beverly Hills.

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was the only pediatric medical center on the West Coast named to  

a national “Honor Roll” of children’s hospitals by U.S. News & World Report. 
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t   he Keck School of Medicine received the maximum eight-

year full accreditation from the Liaison Committee on  

Medical Education (LCME), the best results achieved since  

a 10-year accreditation was granted in 1981. The official  
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for a number of medical school programs.

The nationally recognized accrediting authority for U.S. medical 

education programs gave the Keck School the maximum period of 

accreditation based on a full survey visit conducted by an LCME 

survey team at the Keck School in late 2009.

“The full accreditation and praise received from this important 

committee that sets national standards for medical schools  

is a testament to the quality of our medical education program 

and our dedicated faculty,” said Keck School Dean Carmen  

A. Puliafito.
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ing for educational leadership, infrastructure and innovation.
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tutional resource, providing effective faculty development, 

an institution-wide Education Innovation Meeting, and other 

highly effective programs such as a system-wide Residents  

as Teachers program, Teaching and Leadership fellowships, 

and a Master of Academic Medicine degree.
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Colleges and the 
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recognized by the 

U.S. Department of Education as the accreditation authority for 

M.D. programs in the United States.
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by conducting a process of quality assurance that determines 

whether an institution or program meets established standards 

for function, structure and performance.
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the Doheny Eye Institute and 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, both 

staffed exclusively by USC physicians, 

once again appeared in the national top 

10 in U.S. News & World Report maga-

zine’s 21st annual rankings of “America’s 

Best Hospitals.” 

The Doheny Eye Institute ranked eighth 

in ophthalmology based on recommenda-

tions from specialists in ophthalmology 

for challenging cases and procedures.

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was 

one of only seven children’s hospitals in the nation and the only 

pediatric medical center on the West 

Coast named to the national “Honor 

Roll” of children’s hospitals in the 

United States, published in June.

USC University Hospital appeared in 

the urology rankings for the first time, 

debuting in 16th place.

The adult hospital rankings, released in 

July, are categorized by medical specialty, 

with the top 50 medical centers listed for 

most specialties.

In addition to urology, USC University 

Hospital was ranked in four other spe-

cialties. The hospital ranked 20th in 

neurology and neurosurgery–climbing 25 

spots from last year, 28th in pulmonol-

ogy, 29th in gynecology and 31st in 

orthopaedics.

USC-affiliated Rancho Los Amigos 

ranked 17th in rehabilitation, up one spot 

from last year.

 “I’m proud of our Keck School of Medicine faculty and the 

hospital staff who did the hard work that made all of the recent 

rankings possible,” said Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. 

“This national recognition of their dedication and professional-

ism is well deserved. I am especially proud of the first-time 

inclusion of our Department of Urology, under the leadership of 

Dr. Inderbir Gill, in these rankings.”

The Best Hospitals guide ranked 152 medical centers nation-

wide out of 4,852 hospitals in 16 specialties.

The full list of hospital rankings and methodology is also 

available online at http://www.usnews.com/besthospitals. The 

rankings were published in the August issue of the magazine.

Redstone Gives Keck School $24 Million for Cancer Research
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physician who brings tremendous skill and compassion to his work 

with patients,” said Redstone. “I was fortunate to meet Dr. Agus 

shortly after I was diagnosed with prostate cancer, and since that 

time I have benefitted from his expertise. He quite literally saved my 

life, as he has done for many others.”

The donation to the Keck School of Medicine is part of more 

than $100 million in previously announced charitable grants that 

Redstone has awarded to fund initiatives in the U.S. and abroad.

“Sumner is one of the most remarkable people I’ve ever met; it 

continues to be an honor to be involved in his care,” said Agus. “We 

are working on new treatments for prostate cancer, and this tre-

mendous philanthropic gift from Sumner allows our team to think 

outside of the box. He gives us free rein to think about the world of 

health care in a different way, and he pushes us to be more entrepreneurial 

by focusing on incremental gains and taking risks in areas where there are 

breakthrough opportunities.”

Keck School Dean Puliafito also expressed appreciation for the gift. 

“This extraordinarily generous gift from Sumner Redstone will boost  

Dr. Agus’ exciting research program, which we believe has the potential  

to make a revolutionary impact on cancer therapy,” he said.

Agus is co-leader of the National Cancer Institute-funded Physical 

Sciences in Oncology Center at USC, which aims to bring physical sci-

ence researchers, including physicists and mathematicians, together with 

biological scientists, in hopes of creating new paradigms with which to 

approach and treat cancer. Agus is a member of the NCI-designated USC 

Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center faculty.
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same system installed at Los Angeles International Airport on the color 

changing columns near the entrance on Century Boulevard.

The plaza courtyard boasts a 30-foot by 40-foot art installation of 

an aluminum-weave orchid mural designed by Youn Woo Chaa, a mul-

timedia artist whose work is collected by international museums.

David Agus, Neda Shamie and Inderbir  
Gill are among the Keck faculty who will  
practice at the Doctors of USC Beverly Hills.

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was the only pediatric medical center on the West Coast named to  

a national “Honor Roll” of children’s hospitals by U.S. News & World Report. 
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from last year.

 “I’m proud of our Keck School of Medicine faculty and the 

hospital staff who did the hard work that made all of the recent 

rankings possible,” said Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. 

“This national recognition of their dedication and professional-

ism is well deserved. I am especially proud of the first-time 

inclusion of our Department of Urology, under the leadership of 

Dr. Inderbir Gill, in these rankings.”
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physician who brings tremendous skill and compassion to his work 

with patients,” said Redstone. “I was fortunate to meet Dr. Agus 

shortly after I was diagnosed with prostate cancer, and since that 

time I have benefitted from his expertise. He quite literally saved my 

life, as he has done for many others.”

The donation to the Keck School of Medicine is part of more 

than $100 million in previously announced charitable grants that 

Redstone has awarded to fund initiatives in the U.S. and abroad.

“Sumner is one of the most remarkable people I’ve ever met; it 

continues to be an honor to be involved in his care,” said Agus. “We 

are working on new treatments for prostate cancer, and this tre-

mendous philanthropic gift from Sumner allows our team to think 

outside of the box. He gives us free rein to think about the world of 

health care in a different way, and he pushes us to be more entrepreneurial 

by focusing on incremental gains and taking risks in areas where there are 

breakthrough opportunities.”

Keck School Dean Puliafito also expressed appreciation for the gift. 

“This extraordinarily generous gift from Sumner Redstone will boost  

Dr. Agus’ exciting research program, which we believe has the potential  

to make a revolutionary impact on cancer therapy,” he said.

Agus is co-leader of the National Cancer Institute-funded Physical 

Sciences in Oncology Center at USC, which aims to bring physical sci-

ence researchers, including physicists and mathematicians, together with 

biological scientists, in hopes of creating new paradigms with which to 

approach and treat cancer. Agus is a member of the NCI-designated USC 

Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center faculty.
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is a dramatic demonstration of the Keck School of Medicine’s  

commitment to advancing the art and science of medicine for 

our local community.”

The center will feature patient exam and treatment rooms, 

an on-site laboratory and pharmacy, and valet parking. A USC 

Boardroom, Trojan Hospitality 

Room and a medical educa-

tion video conferencing center 

are also planned. Future ser-

vices include a men’s health 

center, women’s health center 

and imaging center.

The 50,000-square-foot 

Archway Medical Plaza is 

the newest, state-of-the-art 

medical building in Beverly Hills. Designed by Sim & Associ-

ates, 9033 Wilshire offers distinctive architectural style with 

steel and glass construction and artistic elements such as a 

14-foot by 20-foot glass mural in the lobby designed to continu-

ously change colors using an energy efficient LED system. The 

mural was designed by lighting artist David Steinitz using the 

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills—part of the Keck School of Medicine—is 
scheduled to open in early 2011 at the northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard 
and Wetherly Drive, shown above in a photo illustration of how the building 
will appear.

continued from page 1

same system installed at Los Angeles International Airport on the color 

changing columns near the entrance on Century Boulevard.

The plaza courtyard boasts a 30-foot by 40-foot art installation of 

an aluminum-weave orchid mural designed by Youn Woo Chaa, a mul-

timedia artist whose work is collected by international museums.

David Agus, Neda Shamie and Inderbir  
Gill are among the Keck faculty who will  
practice at the Doctors of USC Beverly Hills.

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was the only pediatric medical center on the West Coast named to  

a national “Honor Roll” of children’s hospitals by U.S. News & World Report. 
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Redstone Gives Keck School $24 Million  
for Cancer Research

a new satellite location for The Doctors of USC in 

Beverly Hills is very close to reality. USC recently 

signed a nine-year lease agreement, valued at $8 million,  

for 14,195 square feet of medical office space at Archway 

Medical Plaza, a premiere medical office campus at 9033 

Wilshire Boulevard.

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills, part of the Keck School  

of Medicine, is scheduled to open in January 2011 and will  

be located in suites 300 and 500 of the building, at the  

northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Wetherly Drive.

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills will offer the latest treat-

ments from top specialists. Advanced care through cutting-

  

1 July 12–Dean Puliafito (center) 
meets with Dr. Shrinivas Shanbhag;  
Dr. Inderbir Gill; Mukesh Ambani, 
chairman  and managing director,  
Reliance Industries Limited, Mumbai; 
and USC President C. L. Max Nikias. 
Photo by Ryan Ball

2 July 13 — Film producer Robert 
Evans and Dean Puliafito at the  
reception honoring Sumner Redstone.  
Photo by Steve Cohn

3 July 13 — CBS President and 
CEO Leslie Moonves, and former studio  
executive Sherry Lansing with Sumner 
Redstone. Photo by Steve Cohn

4Aug. 10 — Dean Puliafito watches 
returning Keck student Lauren Nosanov 
perform an “operation” at the annual 
Returning Student Reception held at 
Puliafito’s home.  
Photo by Brook Photography

5Aug. 11 — New medical students 
Lisa Werth (left), Christianne Wa  
(center), Kristin Louie (right) pose  
with Tommy Trojan (Hector Aguilar) 
and Traveler at the Dean’s reception  
for new students.  
Photo by Brook Photography

6Aug. 13 — First-year medical 
student Karin Wu is congratulated  
at the Keck School’s annual White  
Coat Ceremony.  
Photo by Ryan Ball
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continued on page 3

Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 

announced a $24 million charitable gift from media 

executive and philanthropist Sumner M. Redstone at a 

reception July 13 at the Montage Hotel in Beverly Hills.

The multi-million dollar gift will support cancer research 

directed by renowned oncologist David Agus, director of the USC 

Center for Applied Molecular Medicine and the USC Westside 

Prostate Cancer Center. Nearly 30 guests, including USC Presi-

dent C. L. Max Nikias, CBS President and CEO Leslie Moonves, 

former studio executive Sherry Lansing, and film producer Robert 

Evans, applauded the gift.

“David Agus is not only an accomplished scientist who literally 

is changing how we think about cancer, but is also a remarkable  

Whether serving customers in one of the Nashville baker-
ies he owns or treating patients, D. Brent Polk, M.D., 

is making an impact. “One of my mottos is that life is too short 
to eat bad food,” he says. 
 In April, Polk joined USC as chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics and vice dean for clinical affairs at the Keck School 

of Medicine, and chair of pediatrics and vice president of aca-
demic affairs at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. 
 “It is very rewarding,” Polk says, “to see a child or ado-
lescent with debilitating inflammatory bowel disease go from 
being hospitalized back to playing basketball, performing in a 
piano recital or simply hanging out with friends and family.”
  “The combined strengths of the University of Southern 
California, the Keck School of Medicine, Childrens Hospital 
and the Saban Research Institute at the hospital, coupled with 
the level of community commitment demonstrated by the 
Childrens Hospital’s Board of Trustees, convinced me that this 
was the one place where I could serve and make the biggest 
difference in children’s lives,” Polk says. 
 Prior to joining USC, Polk served at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville as chief of the D. Brent Polk Division of Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, director of the 
Digestive Disease Research Center, and a tenured professor of 
pediatrics and cell and developmental biology.

 In his new position, Polk is focused on developing synergies 
between the Keck School and Childrens Hospital, strengthening 
partnerships between the two institutions in research, education, 
advocacy and health care delivery. He plans to recruit investiga-
tors capable of building on existing research strengths to develop 
more effective prevention, diagnosis and treatment options for 

pediatric health disorders. 
 Polk’s primary research focus is on understanding the 
normal healthy state of the gastrointestinal tract and how 
it can manage to repair significant injuries or ulcerations 
in just a matter of days. He is collaborating in the labora-
tory with Keck, Childrens Hospital and Saban scientists 
on stem cell and regenerative medicine research that 
could someday offer hope to patients with diseases such as 
Crohn’s or ulcerative colitis, in which the usual gastroin-
testinal repairs are interrupted. 
 A Presidential Scholar at Ouachita University in Ar-
kansas, Polk went on to obtain his medical degree at the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. He complet-
ed both his internship and residency in the Department 
of Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas and Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital before moving on to a fellowship in 
pediatric gastroenterology at Stanford University. 
 Even while building his illustrious medical career, 
Polk found time to co-found a bakery and café, called 

“Provence,” with his partner Terry Carr-Hall. With handcrafted 
artisanal breads and pastries like French macarons, Provence has 
become a popular fixture on Nashville’s café scene and expanded 
into six locations. Polk and his partner are now on the hunt for 
the perfect Los Angeles location to open their seventh café. 
This commitment to excellence characterizes all of Polk’s work, 
whether serving customers in his bakery or treating children. 
Above his desk, Polk keeps a plaque given to him by a patient. 
The plaque states:
  “In 100 years, no one will care about your car, your house or 
your wealth, but that the world may be different because you were 
important in the life of a child.” 
 “It’s a simple but powerful message,” Polk says. “I try  
to instill that vision in those with whom I work and train,  
because it basically sums up my approach to patient care,  
research and education.” 

D. Brent Polk Find Sweet Rewards in Treating Children

continued on page 3

doctors of usc Beverly hills to open this Winter

Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito (left), oncologist David 
Agus (center left), professor of medicine at the Keck School, and USC 
President C. L. Max Nikias (right) present Sumner Redstone with a 
mounted stethoscope at a July 13 reception in his honor. Redstone’s gift 
will support cancer research directed by Agus, who is also director of the 
USC Center for Applied Molecular Medicine and the USC Westside 
Prostate Cancer Center. Photo by Steve Cohn

edge therapies and clinical trials will be offered, as well as  

continuing medical education for community physicians.

The initial focus will be on ophthalmology and urology, providing a 

complete range of sub-specialties to deliver comprehensive diag-

nostic and treatment services for prostate cancer and eye-related 

issues. Ophthalmology services will be housed at the site as the 

USC Doheny Eye Center, while urology and prostate cancer services 

will operate as the USC Norris Westside Cancer Center.

“This vital center brings the care and expertise of The Doctors 

of USC closer to Westside communities,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, 

dean of the Keck School. “The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills center  



inside this issue

4 USC Hospitals Among the Best
U.S. News & World Report places USC 
Hospitals on annual list of best hospitals.

2 Academic Success for Keck
Renewed accreditation is good news for  
faculty and students.

KecK/usc
dean’s RepoRt

     issue no. 12, october 2010

Published by the Keck School of Medicine of the University of Southern California

Redstone Gives Keck School $24 Million  
for Cancer Research

a new satellite location for The Doctors of USC in 

Beverly Hills is very close to reality. USC recently 

signed a nine-year lease agreement, valued at $8 million,  

for 14,195 square feet of medical office space at Archway 

Medical Plaza, a premiere medical office campus at 9033 

Wilshire Boulevard.

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills, part of the Keck School  

of Medicine, is scheduled to open in January 2011 and will  

be located in suites 300 and 500 of the building, at the  

northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Wetherly Drive.

The Doctors of USC Beverly Hills will offer the latest treat-

ments from top specialists. Advanced care through cutting-

  

1 July 12–Dean Puliafito (center) 
meets with Dr. Shrinivas Shanbhag;  
Dr. Inderbir Gill; Mukesh Ambani, 
chairman  and managing director,  
Reliance Industries Limited, Mumbai; 
and USC President C. L. Max Nikias. 
Photo by Ryan Ball

2 July 13 — Film producer Robert 
Evans and Dean Puliafito at the  
reception honoring Sumner Redstone.  
Photo by Steve Cohn

3 July 13 — CBS President and 
CEO Leslie Moonves and former studio  
executive Sherry Lansing with Sumner 
Redstone. Photo by Steve Cohn

4Aug. 10 — Dean Puliafito watches 
returning Keck student Lauren Nosanov 
perform an “operation” at the annual 
Returning Student Reception held at 
Puliafito’s home.  
Photo by Brook Photography

5Aug. 11 — New medical students 
Lisa Werth (left), Christianne Wa  
(center), Kristin Louie (right) pose  
with Tommy Trojan (Hector Aguilar) 
and Traveler at the Dean’s reception  
for new students.  
Photo by Brook Photography

6Aug. 13 — First-year medical 
student Karin Wu is congratulated  
at the Keck School’s annual White  
Coat Ceremony.  
Photo by Ryan Ball

Dean’s Photo Gallery

1

3

2

4

65

page 5   Visit the Keck School Web site at www.usc.edu/keck  page 6

continued on page 3

Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 

announced a $24 million charitable gift from media 

executive and philanthropist Sumner M. Redstone at a 

reception July 13 at the Montage Hotel in Beverly Hills.

The multi-million dollar gift will support cancer research 

directed by renowned oncologist David Agus, director of the USC 

Center for Applied Molecular Medicine and the USC Westside 

Prostate Cancer Center. Nearly 30 guests, including USC Presi-

dent C. L. Max Nikias, CBS President and CEO Leslie Moonves, 

former studio executive Sherry Lansing, and film producer Robert 

Evans, applauded the gift.

“David Agus is not only an accomplished scientist who literally 

is changing how we think about cancer, but is also a remarkable  

Whether serving customers in one of the Nashville baker-
ies he owns or treating patients, D. Brent Polk, M.D., 
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 In April, Polk joined USC as chair of the Department of 
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of Medicine, and chair of pediatrics and vice president of aca-
demic affairs at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. 
 “It is very rewarding,” Polk says, “to see a child or ado-
lescent with debilitating inflammatory bowel disease go from 
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Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, director of the 
Digestive Disease Research Center, and a tenured professor of 
pediatrics and cell and developmental biology.
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normal healthy state of the gastrointestinal tract and how 
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in just a matter of days. He is collaborating in the labora-
tory with Keck, Childrens Hospital and Saban scientists 
on stem cell and regenerative medicine research that 
could someday offer hope to patients with diseases such as 
Crohn’s or ulcerative colitis, in which the usual gastroin-
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of Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas and Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital before moving on to a fellowship in 
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 Even while building his illustrious medical career, 
Polk found time to co-found a bakery and café, called 

“Provence,” with his partner Terry Carr-Hall. With handcrafted 
artisanal breads and pastries like French macarons, Provence has 
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into six locations. Polk and his partner are now on the hunt for 
the perfect Los Angeles location to open their seventh café. 
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The plaque states:
  “In 100 years, no one will care about your car, your house or 
your wealth, but that the world may be different because you were 
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