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Grant funding at Keck School increases 43 percent  
over four years 

Stephen B. Gruber and Dean  
Carmen A. Puliafito at a reception 
welcoming Dr. Gruber to the 
Keck School of Medicine.

Stephen B. Gruber, a renowned physician-scientist from 
the University of Michigan, has been named to the 

position of director of the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, effective Dec. 1. 
Gruber has also been named the H. Leslie Hoffman and Elaine 
S. Hoffman Chair in Cancer Research and visiting professor of 
medicine at the Keck School. 

“Dr. Gruber is ideally suited to lead USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, 
dean of the Keck School of Medicine. “He is actively involved 

in research, patient care and 
administration, and he has a strong 
appreciation for the important role  
of each area to our academic 
mission, as well as to USC’s 
commitment to the growth of our 
academic medical center.”

Gruber was selected after a 
national search, led by Jon Samet, 
founding director of the USC Institute 

  

1 April 12—Representatives of the Donald E. 
and Delia B. Baxter Foundation visited the Keck 
School of Medicine. From left, Dean Puliafito, with 
Foundation Trustees Donald B. Haake, Jane Haake-
Russell, Richard H. Haake, James (Jim) Russell and 
Keck School Vice Dean for Research Elizabeth M. 
Fini. The Baxter Foundation has given USC more 
than $10 million and recently gave the Keck School 
of Medicine $300,000 for junior faculty research and 
medical student scholarships.

2Aug. 18—Dean Puliafito meets with Darrell 
G. Kirch, president and CEO of the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC), during a visit 
to the Keck School of Medicine.

3Oct. 3—Dean Puliafito chats with Camillo 
Ricordi, of the Diabetes Research Institute at the 
University of Miami during the World Stem Cell 
Summit, an international gathering of scientists, 
advocates and government representatives involved 
with stem cell research. The Keck School was a 
sponsor of the event, and more than 170 prominent 
scientists, business leaders, regulators, policymakers, 
advocates, economic development officers and experts 
in law and ethics attended, discussing the latest 
scientific discoveries, business models, legal and 
regulatory solutions, and best practices.

4Nov. 14—At a reception to welcome Stephen 
Gruber to the Keck School of Medicine, Dr. Gruber 
chats with USC Trustee Harlyne J. Norris and 
Dean Puliafito.

5Nov. 14—Dean Puliafito warmly  
greets USC Trustee Lorna Reed at the Gruber 
welcome reception.

6Nov. 14—Dean Puliafito and USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center Advisory Board 
member Larry J. Freeman.
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Despite a stiff competitive environment for external 

funding and a slow-to-recover national economy, the 

amount of Keck School of Medicine research grant 

funding has greatly increased in recent years. 

Most notably, during fiscal year (FY) 2011, the Keck School 

received $248.3 million in grant awards—a 14 percent increase 

from FY 2010 and a 43 percent increase over the previous four 

fiscal years (the largest four-year increase over the past 13 years). 

Other recent highlights include:

•  Keck School plus its affiliates received $312.2 million in 

grant awards during FY 2011, representing a 13 percent 

increase from FY 2010.

•  Keck School affiliate Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

received $10 million more in grant awards in FY 2011  

than in FY 2010.

continued on page 2

Stephen Gruber named director of 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center

students from the class of 2011 whose residencies are in internal 
or family medicine. “We were talking to Skip about the fact that 
so many kids coming out as general practitioners were building 
up a lot of debt that it was taking them so long to get out of,” 
Spencer said. “This was an opportunity to do something we 
thought might help.” 

The graduates, who learned that they won the scholarships 
just a few weeks after applying in May, say it will make a huge 
dent in paying off their medical school loans.

“It’s amazing. The scholarship just makes such a big 
difference,” said Elizabeth Ortega, whose residency is in family 
medicine at California Hospital Medical Center in Los Angeles.  
“I really appreciate everything that the donors do.” 

The other scholarship recipients are: Angela Basso, Po-Yin 
Huang and James Walls, all specializing in family medicine, and 
Craig Robinson, whose residency is in internal medicine. 

These scholarships are the first at the Keck School for 
graduates who matched into certain primary care residencies. 

spencers donate $125,000 for five scholarships to  
primary care graduates 

During a routine examination a few years ago, Carlton 
Spencer’s primary care doctor noticed something  

was amiss. 
Spencer’s doctor, 

Keck School of 
Medicine alumnus 
Skip Barber, realized 
that Spencer’s heart 
was showing signs of 
extreme distress. He 
immediately referred 
Spencer to Vaughn 
Starnes, chairman of 
the Department of 
Surgery and surgeon-

in-chief at Keck Hospital of USC and USC Norris Cancer Hospital. 
Two days later, Spencer had open-heart surgery. 

After he made a full recovery, Spencer and his wife, Nancy, 
decided to donate $125,000 in scholarships for five Keck School 

Spencer Scholarship recipients are, from left, Craig 
Robinson, James Walls, Elizabeth Ortega, Angela 
Basso and Po-Yin Huang.

At the reception honoring Uttam Sinha are, from left, 
Andrew Jameson, Nadine Watt, Scott Watt, Obaida 
Watt, Sinha, Sally Watt Oxley and Howard Oxley.

Keck School honors Uttam Sinha with first Watt Family Chair
to the ranks of 

the best in the 

world. The Watt 

family has lit the 

path toward this 

dream.” 

The 

matriarch of 

the Watt family, 

Nadine, who 

experienced a 

large tumor in 

her mouth, was 

a patient of Sinha’s. She passed away from unrelated causes in 2009. 

The gift to support the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery initially came from Nadine’s estate. The family then 

decided to double the amount to establish the Watt Family Chair in 

Head and Neck Cancer. 

Stirring speeches and personal accounts were shared at a 

reception honoring Uttam Sinha, associate professor and vice 

chair of otolaryngology-head and neck surgery at the Keck School 

of Medicine, as he was installed as the first Watt Family Chair in 

Head and Neck Cancer. 

“This chair is one of a handful of chairs for head and neck cancer 

in the country,” said Puliafito, addressing 120 guests gathered at the 

Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine 

and Stem Cell Research. “Having a chair is the greatest academic 

honor one could have at a university. It signifies the academic 

achievement, the clinical expertise and institutional commitment 

that we expect from our finest faculty members.”

Sinha, born and raised in India, was a medical resident from 

Calcutta University when he arrived at USC 26 years ago. 

“Three decades later, my drive and inspiration are even stronger, 

seeing Dean Puliafito and the senior leadership’s pledge to bring 

the Keck School to newer heights of excellence. I look forward to 

joining them on this journey and in leading our own department 
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Dean Puliafito honored by National Hispanic Health Foundation Zlokovic named chair of Keck School Dept. of 
Physiology and BiophysicsIn his speech at the Fourth Annual National Hispanic Health 

Foundation 2011 Gala, Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen 
A. Puliafito said, “Every day on my way to work I drive by the 
statue of Emiliano Zapata astride his horse.” 

He said he always found it interesting that a Mexican 
revolutionary would be such a prominent figure in modern-day  
Los Angeles, where many people are still struggling for the  
basic human rights Zapata fought for at the turn of the  
twentieth century. 

The growing income gap and disparities in the quality of 
health care available to Hispanic communities were cited 
often at the Nov. 10 event in Santa Monica. The gala honored 
California’s health professional student scholarship recipients, 
their families and those with extraordinary leadership. 

The mood was celebratory as participants also recognized 
the strides that have been made by health care professionals 
dedicated to making an impact on underserved communities. 

Puliafito received the foundation’s 2011 National Health 
Leadership Award during the event. He was joined by two Keck 
School students receiving scholarship awards. 

Veronica Ramirez, a third-year medical student whose focus is 
on primary care, and Melanie Elaine Castillo, a first-year scholar 
in the Master of Public Health Program, were among 15 students 

Eric L. Chang, was named professor and chair of 

the Department of Radiation Oncology at the 

Keck School of Medicine of USC, effective Sept. 26. 

An internationally recognized authority in 

radiotherapeutic evaluation and the management of 

patients, Chang is also chief of radiation oncology at 

the USC Norris Cancer Hospital, Keck Hospital of 

USC and Los Angeles County+USC Medical Center. 

Chang comes from the University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center, where he has been professor 

of radiation oncology and director of the Central 

Nervous System Stereotactic Radiation Program. 

“I am confident that Dr. Chang will lead our Department of 

Radiation Oncology into a new era of clinical excellence, as we 

from around 
the state to be 
honored.

Ramirez 
thanked the 
foundation for 
believing in 
her potential 
to become a 
great physician 
who will make a 
difference in the 
lives of Latinos. 
“I am the first in 
my family to be 
pursuing a career in medicine, and I am so thankful for having 
their endless love and support,” she said.

Puliafito noted, “a lot of people like to blame immigration for 
society’s ills, but that’s not what I see.” He went on to say that 
ethnic and cultural diversity is one of California’s great strengths: 
“As physicians, we recognize that building a health care workforce 
which mirrors our nation’s rich cultural diversity is essential in 
ensuring health care for all.”

significantly increase the size and scope of our cancer medicine 

activities at USC,” Puliafito said.

One of Chang’s immediate goals is to recruit additional faculty 

who will allow the department to provide more comprehensive and 

specialized services to patients using some of the most advanced 

radiation therapy equipment. 

“There are significant opportunities to contribute towards 

improving how people face and respond to a diagnosis of cancer, 

through patient education, and helping patients to receive the best 

care possible using a personalized treatment approach that will 

help maximize cancer control, while maintaining quality of life and 

minimizing symptoms related to cancer or its treatment,” he said.

Berislav V. Zlokovic, an internationally recognized leader in the 

research of Alzheimer disease and stroke from the University 

of Rochester Medical Center, has been appointed to the position of 

professor and chair of the Department of Physiology and Biophysics 

in the Keck School of Medicine, effective Dec. 15. Zlokovic has also 

been named the director of the new Center for Neurodegeneration and 

Regeneration at the Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute. 

“Dr. Zlokovic returns to the Keck School after spending the 

last 11 years at the University of Rochester Medical Center in 

New York,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, dean of the Keck School of 

Medicine. “I know that, under his guidance, both the Department of 

Physiology and Biophysics and the Center for Neurodegeneration and 

Regeneration will continue to make great strides in the research and 

understanding of systems and molecular biology.”

Zlokovic comes to USC from the University of Rochester Medical 

Center, where he is a professor of neurosurgery and neurology and 

director of the Center 

for Neurodegenerative 

and Brain Vascular 

Disorders. 

“My role will be to 

enhance an already very 

strong neuroscience 

base and try to make 

USC the number 

one place in the 

neurosciences in the country and the world,” said Zlokovic. “It’s a big 

goal, but I think, with what’s going on right now, it’s actually moving 

in that direction. I think that could be my greatest contribution.”

Prior to his time at the University of Rochester Medical Center, 

Zlokovic spent 11 years at the Keck School of Medicine, the last eight 

as professor of neurosurgery, physiology and biophysics.

Eric L. Chang

Berislav V. Zlokovic

Bridging the Gap brings minority undergrads to Keck School

Eric L. Chang named chair of Dept. of Radiation Oncology 

“The resources [for the 

program] became available 

this year through the help 

of Dean Puliafito, Henri 

Ford, Joyce Richey and Erin 

Yamauchi,” noted Ita Laird-

Offringa, director of Programs 

in Biomedical and Biological 

Sciences at USC.

Matching promising 

students with the right Keck 

School mentors was an 

important part of the program. 

Adam Ross, a student at the 

University of San Francisco, was paired with Robert Chow, associate 

professor of physiology and biophysics.

“In my lab we work in the area of diabetes—generally speaking, 

how cells control the substances they secrete (insulin, hormones or 

neurotransmitters, for example),” explained Chow. Ross has a personal 

interest in Chow’s research, as he has type 1 diabetes.

“Right now, our country is in dire need of more young, energetic 

scientists—people who really want to solve major health problems,” said 

Chow. “I don’t know why, but for the last 30 to 40 years, it seems many 

of the promising students have been going into Wall Street. I think we 

need to do more recruiting because our scientific community does not 

have a proportionate number of minority people in positions of power or 

in research.” 
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A new effort to attract top minority students to the Keck School 

of Medicine brought 12 undergraduate students to the Health 

Sciences Campus last summer.

The Bridging the Gap: Bench to Bedside Summer Research 

Program, the first of its kind at USC, provided an opportunity to 

outstanding minority students to 

gain exposure to the Keck School’s 

research and clinical programs—and, 

organizers hope, to choose to pursue 

their medical or graduate studies at 

the Keck School.

“This program is our attempt to 

attract talented underrepresented 

minority students, especially African 

American students, to the USC 

campus,” said Henri Ford, vice dean 

of medical education for the Keck 

School. “Through this program, very 

talented students from some of the 

best universities will get exposed to 

the science, mentoring and outstanding faculty we have at Keck.”

The students conducted research for eight weeks in the 

laboratories of Keck faculty who served as mentors. Students 

were provided with both a clinical and basic science perspective. 

Additionally, the students attended weekly seminars on health 

disparities and received formal instruction in basic physiology  

and biostatistics.

Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 
(left) and University of San Francisco 
student Adam Ross discuss some of the 
finer points of the Bridging the Gap 
summer program at a reception held  
on June 13 at the dean’s home.

From left, Melanie Castillo, first-year student in 
the Master of Public Health program, Keck School of 
Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, and third- year 
medical student Veronica Ramirez.

Rutgers University student Eunice  
Martins (left) shares the Bridging the 
Gap program’s opening day events with 
Ita Laird-Offringa, director of the PIBBS 
program at USC, who helped coordinate 
the students and faculty.

•  NIH awards comprised 73 percent of the total grants awarded 

in FY 2011 or $169.1 million. This is the highest percentage 

of NIH versus total grants in the past seven years.

“Most remarkable is the fact that the FY 2011 increase is over and 

above grants awarded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act [ARRA] economic stimulus program,” said Elizabeth Fini, vice 

dean for research, Keck School of Medicine. “Such success is entirely 

about the expertise and efforts of our faculty. Our chairs, chiefs and 

institute directors have recruited a good mix of junior and senior 

researchers, with senior researchers bringing in grants right away. 

Promising junior researchers, once established, can be expected to be 

productive for many years.”

Fini cites several reasons for the increase in grants, including team 

grants led by newly recruited research leaders, the $56.8 million 

Clinical & Translational Science Award, and the fact that every 

center grant under competing renewal has been renewed. But she 

notes that perhaps the most important factor is having recruited 

the right faculty members, driven by the availability of attractive 

research facilities. “We’re in the enviable position of having three 

new wet lab buildings and the new office research building on  

Soto Street,” Fini said. 

Fini also cites recent success, thanks to support from Keck 

School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, with individual NIH K-series 

career development awards that help provide research training to 

develop academic physicians and translate research findings to 

patient care and community health. In 2007, Keck School faculty 

received two NIH K-awards; this year Keck faculty received 17 

individual K-awards, in addition to six more at USC affiliate 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.

Grant funding at Keck School increases 43 percent  
over four years 

for Global Health and chair of the Keck School’s Department of 
Preventive Medicine. 

Gruber succeeds Peter Jones, who has led the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center for the past 17 years.

Gruber comes to USC from the University of Michigan 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, where he was the associate 
director for cancer prevention and control. 

“Recognizing that research is the foundation of all that we do 
in cancer care, I’ve really been looking for ways to optimize our 
ability to advance the care of patients and families with cancer,” 
said Gruber. “The Trojan Family allows me to do that best, and 

I’m looking forward to this transformative opportunity here at 
the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center to really make a 
difference in the lives of our patients and families, as well as our 
research community.”

Gruber is a medical oncologist, cancer geneticist and 
epidemiologist whose research focuses on genetic and 
environmental contributions to cancer. His particular research 
interests include the genetic epidemiology of cancer, with 
emphasis on colorectal cancer; the molecular pathogenesis 
of cancer, integrated with genetic epidemiology; methods 
in genetic and molecular epidemiology; and clinical cancer 
genetics and translational research in cancer prevention.

Stephen Gruber named USC Norris Cancer Center director
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who will allow the department to provide more comprehensive and 

specialized services to patients using some of the most advanced 

radiation therapy equipment. 

“There are significant opportunities to contribute towards 
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Dean Puliafito honored by National Hispanic Health Foundation Zlokovic named chair of Keck School Dept. of 
Physiology and BiophysicsIn his speech at the Fourth Annual National Hispanic Health 

Foundation 2011 Gala, Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen 
A. Puliafito said, “Every day on my way to work I drive by the 
statue of Emiliano Zapata astride his horse.” 

He said he always found it interesting that a Mexican 
revolutionary would be such a prominent figure in modern-day  
Los Angeles, where many people are still struggling for the  
basic human rights Zapata fought for at the turn of the  
twentieth century. 

The growing income gap and disparities in the quality of 
health care available to Hispanic communities were cited 
often at the Nov. 10 event in Santa Monica. The gala honored 
California’s health professional student scholarship recipients, 
their families and those with extraordinary leadership. 

The mood was celebratory as participants also recognized 
the strides that have been made by health care professionals 
dedicated to making an impact on underserved communities. 

Puliafito received the foundation’s 2011 National Health 
Leadership Award during the event. He was joined by two Keck 
School students receiving scholarship awards. 

Veronica Ramirez, a third-year medical student whose focus is 
on primary care, and Melanie Elaine Castillo, a first-year scholar 
in the Master of Public Health Program, were among 15 students 

Eric L. Chang, was named professor and chair of 

the Department of Radiation Oncology at the 

Keck School of Medicine of USC, effective Sept. 26. 

An internationally recognized authority in 

radiotherapeutic evaluation and the management of 

patients, Chang is also chief of radiation oncology at 

the USC Norris Cancer Hospital, Keck Hospital of 

USC and Los Angeles County+USC Medical Center. 

Chang comes from the University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center, where he has been professor 

of radiation oncology and director of the Central 

Nervous System Stereotactic Radiation Program. 

“I am confident that Dr. Chang will lead our Department of 

Radiation Oncology into a new era of clinical excellence, as we 

from around 
the state to be 
honored.

Ramirez 
thanked the 
foundation for 
believing in 
her potential 
to become a 
great physician 
who will make a 
difference in the 
lives of Latinos. 
“I am the first in 
my family to be 
pursuing a career in medicine, and I am so thankful for having 
their endless love and support,” she said.

Puliafito noted, “a lot of people like to blame immigration for 
society’s ills, but that’s not what I see.” He went on to say that 
ethnic and cultural diversity is one of California’s great strengths: 
“As physicians, we recognize that building a health care workforce 
which mirrors our nation’s rich cultural diversity is essential in 
ensuring health care for all.”

significantly increase the size and scope of our cancer medicine 

activities at USC,” Puliafito said.

One of Chang’s immediate goals is to recruit additional faculty 

who will allow the department to provide more comprehensive and 

specialized services to patients using some of the most advanced 

radiation therapy equipment. 

“There are significant opportunities to contribute towards 

improving how people face and respond to a diagnosis of cancer, 

through patient education, and helping patients to receive the best 

care possible using a personalized treatment approach that will 

help maximize cancer control, while maintaining quality of life and 

minimizing symptoms related to cancer or its treatment,” he said.

Berislav V. Zlokovic, an internationally recognized leader in the 

research of Alzheimer disease and stroke from the University 

of Rochester Medical Center, has been appointed to the position of 

professor and chair of the Department of Physiology and Biophysics 

in the Keck School of Medicine, effective Dec. 15. Zlokovic has also 

been named the director of the new Center for Neurodegeneration and 

Regeneration at the Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute. 

“Dr. Zlokovic returns to the Keck School after spending the 

last 11 years at the University of Rochester Medical Center in 

New York,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, dean of the Keck School of 

Medicine. “I know that, under his guidance, both the Department of 

Physiology and Biophysics and the Center for Neurodegeneration and 

Regeneration will continue to make great strides in the research and 

understanding of systems and molecular biology.”

Zlokovic comes to USC from the University of Rochester Medical 

Center, where he is a professor of neurosurgery and neurology and 

director of the Center 

for Neurodegenerative 

and Brain Vascular 

Disorders. 

“My role will be to 

enhance an already very 

strong neuroscience 

base and try to make 

USC the number 

one place in the 

neurosciences in the country and the world,” said Zlokovic. “It’s a big 

goal, but I think, with what’s going on right now, it’s actually moving 

in that direction. I think that could be my greatest contribution.”

Prior to his time at the University of Rochester Medical Center, 

Zlokovic spent 11 years at the Keck School of Medicine, the last eight 

as professor of neurosurgery, physiology and biophysics.

Eric L. Chang

Berislav V. Zlokovic

Bridging the Gap brings minority undergrads to Keck School

Eric L. Chang named chair of Dept. of Radiation Oncology 

“The resources [for the 

program] became available 

this year through the help 

of Dean Puliafito, Henri 

Ford, Joyce Richey and Erin 

Yamauchi,” noted Ita Laird-

Offringa, director of Programs 

in Biomedical and Biological 

Sciences at USC.

Matching promising 

students with the right Keck 

School mentors was an 

important part of the program. 

Adam Ross, a student at the 

University of San Francisco, was paired with Robert Chow, associate 

professor of physiology and biophysics.

“In my lab we work in the area of diabetes—generally speaking, 

how cells control the substances they secrete (insulin, hormones or 

neurotransmitters, for example),” explained Chow. Ross has a personal 

interest in Chow’s research, as he has type 1 diabetes.

“Right now, our country is in dire need of more young, energetic 

scientists—people who really want to solve major health problems,” said 

Chow. “I don’t know why, but for the last 30 to 40 years, it seems many 

of the promising students have been going into Wall Street. I think we 

need to do more recruiting because our scientific community does not 

have a proportionate number of minority people in positions of power or 

in research.” 
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A new effort to attract top minority students to the Keck School 

of Medicine brought 12 undergraduate students to the Health 

Sciences Campus last summer.

The Bridging the Gap: Bench to Bedside Summer Research 

Program, the first of its kind at USC, provided an opportunity to 

outstanding minority students to 

gain exposure to the Keck School’s 

research and clinical programs—and, 

organizers hope, to choose to pursue 

their medical or graduate studies at 

the Keck School.

“This program is our attempt to 

attract talented underrepresented 

minority students, especially African 

American students, to the USC 

campus,” said Henri Ford, vice dean 

of medical education for the Keck 

School. “Through this program, very 

talented students from some of the 

best universities will get exposed to 

the science, mentoring and outstanding faculty we have at Keck.”

The students conducted research for eight weeks in the 

laboratories of Keck faculty who served as mentors. Students 

were provided with both a clinical and basic science perspective. 

Additionally, the students attended weekly seminars on health 

disparities and received formal instruction in basic physiology  

and biostatistics.

Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 
(left) and University of San Francisco 
student Adam Ross discuss some of the 
finer points of the Bridging the Gap 
summer program at a reception held  
on June 13 at the dean’s home.

From left, Melanie Castillo, first-year student in 
the Master of Public Health program, Keck School of 
Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, and third- year 
medical student Veronica Ramirez.

Rutgers University student Eunice  
Martins (left) shares the Bridging the 
Gap program’s opening day events with 
Ita Laird-Offringa, director of the PIBBS 
program at USC, who helped coordinate 
the students and faculty.

•  NIH awards comprised 73 percent of the total grants awarded 

in FY 2011 or $169.1 million. This is the highest percentage 

of NIH versus total grants in the past seven years.

“Most remarkable is the fact that the FY 2011 increase is over and 

above grants awarded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act [ARRA] economic stimulus program,” said Elizabeth Fini, vice 

dean for research, Keck School of Medicine. “Such success is entirely 

about the expertise and efforts of our faculty. Our chairs, chiefs and 

institute directors have recruited a good mix of junior and senior 

researchers, with senior researchers bringing in grants right away. 

Promising junior researchers, once established, can be expected to be 

productive for many years.”

Fini cites several reasons for the increase in grants, including team 

grants led by newly recruited research leaders, the $56.8 million 

Clinical & Translational Science Award, and the fact that every 

center grant under competing renewal has been renewed. But she 

notes that perhaps the most important factor is having recruited 

the right faculty members, driven by the availability of attractive 

research facilities. “We’re in the enviable position of having three 

new wet lab buildings and the new office research building on  

Soto Street,” Fini said. 

Fini also cites recent success, thanks to support from Keck 

School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, with individual NIH K-series 

career development awards that help provide research training to 

develop academic physicians and translate research findings to 

patient care and community health. In 2007, Keck School faculty 

received two NIH K-awards; this year Keck faculty received 17 

individual K-awards, in addition to six more at USC affiliate 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.

Grant funding at Keck School increases 43 percent  
over four years 

for Global Health and chair of the Keck School’s Department of 
Preventive Medicine. 

Gruber succeeds Peter Jones, who has led the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center for the past 17 years.

Gruber comes to USC from the University of Michigan 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, where he was the associate 
director for cancer prevention and control. 

“Recognizing that research is the foundation of all that we do 
in cancer care, I’ve really been looking for ways to optimize our 
ability to advance the care of patients and families with cancer,” 
said Gruber. “The Trojan Family allows me to do that best, and 

I’m looking forward to this transformative opportunity here at 
the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center to really make a 
difference in the lives of our patients and families, as well as our 
research community.”

Gruber is a medical oncologist, cancer geneticist and 
epidemiologist whose research focuses on genetic and 
environmental contributions to cancer. His particular research 
interests include the genetic epidemiology of cancer, with 
emphasis on colorectal cancer; the molecular pathogenesis 
of cancer, integrated with genetic epidemiology; methods 
in genetic and molecular epidemiology; and clinical cancer 
genetics and translational research in cancer prevention.

Stephen Gruber named USC Norris Cancer Center director
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Grant funding at Keck School increases 43 percent  
over four years 

Stephen B. Gruber and Dean  
Carmen A. Puliafito at a reception 
welcoming Dr. Gruber to the 
Keck School of Medicine.

Stephen B. Gruber, a renowned physician-scientist from 
the University of Michigan, has been named to the 

position of director of the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, effective Dec. 1. 
Gruber has also been named the H. Leslie Hoffman and Elaine 
S. Hoffman Chair in Cancer Research and visiting professor of 
medicine at the Keck School. 

“Dr. Gruber is ideally suited to lead USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, 
dean of the Keck School of Medicine. “He is actively involved 

in research, patient care and 
administration, and he has a strong 
appreciation for the important role  
of each area to our academic 
mission, as well as to USC’s 
commitment to the growth of our 
academic medical center.”

Gruber was selected after a 
national search, led by Jon Samet, 
founding director of the USC Institute 

  

1 April 12—Representatives of the Donald E. 
and Delia B. Baxter Foundation visited the Keck 
School of Medicine. From left, Dean Puliafito, with 
Foundation Trustees Donald B. Haake, Jane Haake-
Russell, Richard H. Haake, James (Jim) Russell and 
Keck School Vice Dean for Research Elizabeth M. 
Fini. The Baxter Foundation has given USC more 
than $10 million and recently gave the Keck School 
of Medicine $300,000 for junior faculty research and 
medical student scholarships.

2Aug. 18—Dean Puliafito meets with Darrell 
G. Kirch, president and CEO of the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC), during a visit 
to the Keck School of Medicine.

3Oct. 3—Dean Puliafito chats with Camillo 
Ricordi, of the Diabetes Research Institute at the 
University of Miami during the World Stem Cell 
Summit, an international gathering of scientists, 
advocates and government representatives involved 
with stem cell research. The Keck School was a 
sponsor of the event, and more than 170 prominent 
scientists, business leaders, regulators, policymakers, 
advocates, economic development officers and experts 
in law and ethics attended, discussing the latest 
scientific discoveries, business models, legal and 
regulatory solutions, and best practices.

4Nov. 14—At a reception to welcome Stephen 
Gruber to the Keck School of Medicine, Dr. Gruber 
chats with USC Trustee Harlyne J. Norris and 
Dean Puliafito.

5Nov. 14—Dean Puliafito warmly  
greets USC Trustee Lorna Reed at the Gruber 
welcome reception.

6Nov. 14—Dean Puliafito and USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center Advisory Board 
member Larry J. Freeman.
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Despite a stiff competitive environment for external 

funding and a slow-to-recover national economy, the 

amount of Keck School of Medicine research grant 

funding has greatly increased in recent years. 

Most notably, during fiscal year (FY) 2011, the Keck School 

received $248.3 million in grant awards—a 14 percent increase 

from FY 2010 and a 43 percent increase over the previous four 

fiscal years (the largest four-year increase over the past 13 years). 

Other recent highlights include:

•  Keck School plus its affiliates received $312.2 million in 

grant awards during FY 2011, representing a 13 percent 

increase from FY 2010.

•  Keck School affiliate Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

received $10 million more in grant awards in FY 2011  

than in FY 2010.

continued on page 2

Stephen Gruber named director of 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center

students from the class of 2011 whose residencies are in internal 
or family medicine. “We were talking to Skip about the fact that 
so many kids coming out as general practitioners were building 
up a lot of debt that it was taking them so long to get out of,” 
Spencer said. “This was an opportunity to do something we 
thought might help.” 

The graduates, who learned that they won the scholarships 
just a few weeks after applying in May, say it will make a huge 
dent in paying off their medical school loans.

“It’s amazing. The scholarship just makes such a big 
difference,” said Elizabeth Ortega, whose residency is in family 
medicine at California Hospital Medical Center in Los Angeles.  
“I really appreciate everything that the donors do.” 

The other scholarship recipients are: Angela Basso, Po-Yin 
Huang and James Walls, all specializing in family medicine, and 
Craig Robinson, whose residency is in internal medicine. 

These scholarships are the first at the Keck School for 
graduates who matched into certain primary care residencies. 

spencers donate $125,000 for five scholarships to  
primary care graduates 

During a routine examination a few years ago, Carlton 
Spencer’s primary care doctor noticed something  

was amiss. 
Spencer’s doctor, 

Keck School of 
Medicine alumnus 
Skip Barber, realized 
that Spencer’s heart 
was showing signs of 
extreme distress. He 
immediately referred 
Spencer to Vaughn 
Starnes, chairman of 
the Department of 
Surgery and surgeon-

in-chief at Keck Hospital of USC and USC Norris Cancer Hospital. 
Two days later, Spencer had open-heart surgery. 

After he made a full recovery, Spencer and his wife, Nancy, 
decided to donate $125,000 in scholarships for five Keck School 

Spencer Scholarship recipients are, from left, Craig 
Robinson, James Walls, Elizabeth Ortega, Angela 
Basso and Po-Yin Huang.

At the reception honoring Uttam Sinha are, from left, 
Andrew Jameson, Nadine Watt, Scott Watt, Obaida 
Watt, Sinha, Sally Watt Oxley and Howard Oxley.

Keck School honors Uttam Sinha with first Watt Family Chair
to the ranks of 

the best in the 

world. The Watt 

family has lit the 

path toward this 

dream.” 

The 

matriarch of 

the Watt family, 

Nadine, who 

experienced a 

large tumor in 

her mouth, was 

a patient of Sinha’s. She passed away from unrelated causes in 2009. 

The gift to support the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery initially came from Nadine’s estate. The family then 

decided to double the amount to establish the Watt Family Chair in 

Head and Neck Cancer. 

Stirring speeches and personal accounts were shared at a 

reception honoring Uttam Sinha, associate professor and vice 

chair of otolaryngology-head and neck surgery at the Keck School 

of Medicine, as he was installed as the first Watt Family Chair in 

Head and Neck Cancer. 

“This chair is one of a handful of chairs for head and neck cancer 

in the country,” said Puliafito, addressing 120 guests gathered at the 

Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine 

and Stem Cell Research. “Having a chair is the greatest academic 

honor one could have at a university. It signifies the academic 

achievement, the clinical expertise and institutional commitment 

that we expect from our finest faculty members.”

Sinha, born and raised in India, was a medical resident from 

Calcutta University when he arrived at USC 26 years ago. 

“Three decades later, my drive and inspiration are even stronger, 

seeing Dean Puliafito and the senior leadership’s pledge to bring 

the Keck School to newer heights of excellence. I look forward to 

joining them on this journey and in leading our own department 
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Stephen B. Gruber, a renowned physician-scientist from 
the University of Michigan, has been named to the 

position of director of the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, effective Dec. 1. 
Gruber has also been named the H. Leslie Hoffman and Elaine 
S. Hoffman Chair in Cancer Research and visiting professor of 
medicine at the Keck School. 
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Comprehensive Cancer Center,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, 
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1 April 12—Representatives of the Donald E. 
and Delia B. Baxter Foundation visited the Keck 
School of Medicine. From left, Dean Puliafito, with 
Foundation Trustees Donald B. Haake, Jane Haake-
Russell, Richard H. Haake, James (Jim) Russell and 
Keck School Vice Dean for Research Elizabeth M. 
Fini. The Baxter Foundation has given USC more 
than $10 million and recently gave the Keck School 
of Medicine $300,000 for junior faculty research and 
medical student scholarships.

2Aug. 18—Dean Puliafito meets with Darrell 
G. Kirch, president and CEO of the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC), during a visit 
to the Keck School of Medicine.

3Oct. 3—Dean Puliafito chats with Camillo 
Ricordi, of the Diabetes Research Institute at the 
University of Miami during the World Stem Cell 
Summit, an international gathering of scientists, 
advocates and government representatives involved 
with stem cell research. The Keck School was a 
sponsor of the event, and more than 170 prominent 
scientists, business leaders, regulators, policymakers, 
advocates, economic development officers and experts 
in law and ethics attended, discussing the latest 
scientific discoveries, business models, legal and 
regulatory solutions, and best practices.

4Nov. 14—At a reception to welcome Stephen 
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chats with USC Trustee Harlyne J. Norris and 
Dean Puliafito.
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Despite a stiff competitive environment for external 

funding and a slow-to-recover national economy, the 

amount of Keck School of Medicine research grant 

funding has greatly increased in recent years. 

Most notably, during fiscal year (FY) 2011, the Keck School 

received $248.3 million in grant awards—a 14 percent increase 

from FY 2010 and a 43 percent increase over the previous four 

fiscal years (the largest four-year increase over the past 13 years). 

Other recent highlights include:

•  Keck School plus its affiliates received $312.2 million in 

grant awards during FY 2011, representing a 13 percent 

increase from FY 2010.

•  Keck School affiliate Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

received $10 million more in grant awards in FY 2011  

than in FY 2010.
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students from the class of 2011 whose residencies are in internal 
or family medicine. “We were talking to Skip about the fact that 
so many kids coming out as general practitioners were building 
up a lot of debt that it was taking them so long to get out of,” 
Spencer said. “This was an opportunity to do something we 
thought might help.” 

The graduates, who learned that they won the scholarships 
just a few weeks after applying in May, say it will make a huge 
dent in paying off their medical school loans.

“It’s amazing. The scholarship just makes such a big 
difference,” said Elizabeth Ortega, whose residency is in family 
medicine at California Hospital Medical Center in Los Angeles.  
“I really appreciate everything that the donors do.” 

The other scholarship recipients are: Angela Basso, Po-Yin 
Huang and James Walls, all specializing in family medicine, and 
Craig Robinson, whose residency is in internal medicine. 

These scholarships are the first at the Keck School for 
graduates who matched into certain primary care residencies. 

spencers donate $125,000 for five scholarships to  
primary care graduates 

During a routine examination a few years ago, Carlton 
Spencer’s primary care doctor noticed something  

was amiss. 
Spencer’s doctor, 

Keck School of 
Medicine alumnus 
Skip Barber, realized 
that Spencer’s heart 
was showing signs of 
extreme distress. He 
immediately referred 
Spencer to Vaughn 
Starnes, chairman of 
the Department of 
Surgery and surgeon-

in-chief at Keck Hospital of USC and USC Norris Cancer Hospital. 
Two days later, Spencer had open-heart surgery. 

After he made a full recovery, Spencer and his wife, Nancy, 
decided to donate $125,000 in scholarships for five Keck School 

Spencer Scholarship recipients are, from left, Craig 
Robinson, James Walls, Elizabeth Ortega, Angela 
Basso and Po-Yin Huang.

At the reception honoring Uttam Sinha are, from left, 
Andrew Jameson, Nadine Watt, Scott Watt, Obaida 
Watt, Sinha, Sally Watt Oxley and Howard Oxley.

Keck School honors Uttam Sinha with first Watt Family Chair
to the ranks of 

the best in the 

world. The Watt 

family has lit the 

path toward this 

dream.” 

The 

matriarch of 

the Watt family, 

Nadine, who 

experienced a 

large tumor in 

her mouth, was 

a patient of Sinha’s. She passed away from unrelated causes in 2009. 

The gift to support the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery initially came from Nadine’s estate. The family then 

decided to double the amount to establish the Watt Family Chair in 

Head and Neck Cancer. 

Stirring speeches and personal accounts were shared at a 

reception honoring Uttam Sinha, associate professor and vice 

chair of otolaryngology-head and neck surgery at the Keck School 

of Medicine, as he was installed as the first Watt Family Chair in 

Head and Neck Cancer. 

“This chair is one of a handful of chairs for head and neck cancer 

in the country,” said Puliafito, addressing 120 guests gathered at the 

Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine 

and Stem Cell Research. “Having a chair is the greatest academic 

honor one could have at a university. It signifies the academic 

achievement, the clinical expertise and institutional commitment 

that we expect from our finest faculty members.”

Sinha, born and raised in India, was a medical resident from 

Calcutta University when he arrived at USC 26 years ago. 

“Three decades later, my drive and inspiration are even stronger, 

seeing Dean Puliafito and the senior leadership’s pledge to bring 

the Keck School to newer heights of excellence. I look forward to 

joining them on this journey and in leading our own department 
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