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World-famous neuroscientists recruited to USC 

  

1February 15 — From left: Keck School of Medicine of USC Dean 
Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA, Minister of Health of the Russian 
Federation Veronika Skvortsova, and D. Brent Polk, MD, vice dean 
for child health and professor and chairman of the Department of 
Pediatrics, meet during a trip by a Keck School delegation to Russia. 
Polk also is physician-in-chief and vice president for academic affairs at 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.
 
2March 15 — Keck School of Medicine student Meena Zareh, right, 
shows off her letter announcing her match in internal medicine at USC 
as classmate Kelly Rue cheers her on. Out of 157 students matching this 
year, 70 percent will do all or part of their training in California; 30 
percent will do their residencies at Los Angeles County+USC Medical 
Center. Medical schools no longer receive statistics on the success of 
students in achieving their first or second choice However, informal 
polling suggests that well more than 50 percent of students obtained 
their first program choice, and a much higher percentage obtained their 
first or second choice.
 
3April 3 — Dean Puliafito, right, hosts a welcome reception at the 
California Club for John Niparko, MD, center, the Leon J. Tiber and 
David S. Alpert Chair in Medicine and chair of the Department of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. With them at the reception 
is Dale Rice, MD, who stepped down from the position of department 
chair after 30 years of service.

4April 22 — From left: USC Viterbi School of Engineering Dean 
Yannis C. Yortsos, PhD, USC Provost and Senior Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Elizabeth Garrett, JD, Mark Humayun, MD, 
PhD, and Dean Puliafito at a reception honoring Humayun for 
his groundbreaking work in developing a retinal prosthesis that 
was recently approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
Humayun is the Cornelius J. Pings Chair in Biomedical Sciences 
and professor of ophthalmology, biomedical engineering, cell and 
neurobiology.
 
5April 18 — From left: Stephen Gruber, MD, PhD, MPH, director 
of the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center; Andrew McMahon, 
PhD, director of the Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative 
Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC; and Art Ulene, MD, a 
board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist, author and speaker, addressed 
attendees at the Norris Ambassadors luncheon. Norris Ambassadors are 
USC Norris supporters who help promote and share the cancer center’s 
mission with family and friends. 
 
6April 30 — Dean Puliafito and his wife, Janet Pine, MD, hosted 
a series of dinners at their home to introduce researchers and physicians 
to potential donors. With Puliafito at one of the dinners are, from left: 
Holly Robinson Peete, member of the Keck School Board of Overseers; 
Sonia Gonsalves Salzman; David Salzman; and Judith Weiner.
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T wo of the world’s leading researchers in 
neuroscience have been recruited to the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC from the University 

of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 
In the fall, Arthur W. Toga, PhD, and Paul Thompson, 

PhD, will bring to the newly created USC Institute for 
Neuroimaging and Informatics a significant grant portfolio 
and more than 100 researchers, including nine additional 
faculty members, multidisciplinary staff and graduate 
students in the computer sciences, biostatistics and 
neurosciences.

The research powerhouses are internationally renowned 
in the field of brain mapping and neuroimaging — the 
critical work that allows us to actually see the physical 

structure and circuitry 
that generates our 
mind, behavior and 
consciousness.

Toga is professor of 
neurology, director of 
the Laboratory of Neuro 
Imaging (LONI) and 
co-director of the Division 
of Brain Mapping in the 
Neuropsychiatric Institute 
at UCLA. Thompson is 
professor of neurology and 
psychiatry at UCLA. 

BIG NEWS
In a page one story in the 
Los Angeles Times, USC 

President C. L. Max Nikias, PhD, was quoted as saying that 
his priority “is to recruit what I call transformative faculty. 
They are people who are well-established; they are the kings 
and queens of where they are.”

In the story headlined “USC Steals Two Star Brain 
Researchers from UCLA,” Nikias added, “We always 
compete with UCLA whether in athletics or for students or 
faculty. But I’m sure this will be noticed because it is from 
across town.”

Keck School ranking improves in U.S. News & World Report 
Medical schools are ranked based on student selectivity 
admission statistics (MCAT, GPA, and acceptance rate), 
faculty-to-student ratio and total enrollment numbers, 
as well as National Institutes of Health research grants.

The Keck School is at the forefront of medical 
education with an integrated, hands-on curriculum. 
The school is among the first medical schools to adopt 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine courses for first-year 
students to give them real-world experience in patient 
care from the start of medical school.

The school is also home to Health, Technology 
and Education at USC (HTE@USC), an innovative 
educational program developed in 2010 that 
facilitates cross-disciplinary education for medical and 
engineering students to work jointly on solutions to 
health care problems.

Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge also made 
a quick visit to express his thanks for USC Norris’ continued 
service to Los Angeles. “This is a very important place,” he 
told the audience. “There’s no place in our county that does 
so much for so many as USC.”

The Keck School of Medicine of USC improved its 
ranking by three places in the 2014 U.S. News & World 

Report’s “Annual Guide to Best Graduate Schools.”
The Keck School now ranks 31st in research in a four-

way tie with Brown University, Oregon Health and Science 
University, and the University of Rochester. The new 
rankings appeared in the May 2013 issue of U.S. News & 
World Report.

“I attribute this important move up in the rankings to the 
strength of our faculty, staff and students, who make the Keck 
School one of the best medical schools in the country,” said 
Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA. “This 
national recognition is a testament to our commitment to 
excellence in research and education.”

In fall 2012, 126 accredited medical schools and 23 schools 
of osteopathic medicine were surveyed for the ranking. 

The Norris Foundation’s support of the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center goes back to a lead gift that 
made possible groundbreaking for the cancer center in 1979.

Hansen cited the most recent gift of $15 million as evidence 
of the continued commitment of Norris Foundation trustees to 
the work being done at USC Norris. “It is our privilege to be a 
part of this latest project,” she said. “As funders, we know this 
is a sound investment; as people who have been touched by 
cancer, we know the funds are in good hands.”

The gift will be augmented by additional philanthropic 
support of $40 million that will be raised as part of the $1.5 
billion Keck Medicine Initiative of the Campaign for USC. 

PRECISION CANCER CARE
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center Director Stephen B. 
Gruber, MD, PhD, MPH, described the advances being made at 
USC Norris, which is celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2013. 
“We are already expanding the universe of precision cancer 
care right here at USC Norris, taking strides to cure cancers that 
were once thought untreatable and bringing discoveries from 
research benches to our patients’ bedsides,” he said. “Today, 
we’re breaking ground on the building that will help turn our 
goal of making cancer a disease of the past into a reality.”
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This image of white matter fibers in 
the adult human brain illustrates the 
complexity of the neural wiring of 
the human brain as computed using 
sophisticated neuroimaging methods  
and data processing tools developed by 
members of the LONI team. 
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The Norris Healthcare Consultation Center will be the first new 
clinical outpatient building on the USC Health Sciences Campus 
since 2004.

New building signals continued commitment

“ With Professors Toga and 
Thompson on our faculty, 
the Keck School is poised 
to become a leader in the 
field of brain mapping and 
neuroimaging.” 

   — DeAN CArMeN A. PULIAFITo

continued from page 4
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The recruitment is among the responses that USC has 
made to President Obama’s BRAIN (Brain Research through 
Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies) initiative, a 
comprehensive research effort aimed at better understanding 
brain function and disorders such as Alzheimer’s disease, 
schizophrenia, autism, epilepsy and depression.

At USC, Toga will be Provost Professor of ophthalmology, 
neurology, psychiatry 
and the behavioral 
sciences, radiology, and 
engineering, and serve 
as the inaugural director 
of the USC Institute 
for Neuroimaging and 
Informatics. Thompson 
will be professor 
of ophthalmology, 
neurology, psychiatry 
and the behavioral 
sciences, radiology, 
and engineering, and 

 “There’s a buzz and excitement at USC that is attractive to 
anybody that likes to build programs, which we do,” said 
Arthur W. Toga, PhD, who will direct of the USC Institute for 
Neuroimaging and Informatics.

“The people that we’ve met so far [at USC] are just 
plain impressive. You come away from having these deep 
conversations and you go home and you think, ‘I want to work 
there,’” he said. 

The new USC Institute will create many potential 
opportunities for collaboration with the Zilkha Neurogenetic 
Institute at the Keck School of Medicine of USC and the Eli and 
Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell 
Research at USC, among many others.

Toga is a principal investigator of the Human Connectome 
Project, a five-year endeavor to link brain connectivity to human 
behavior using advanced brain imaging methods on a large 

population of healthy adults. The project is supported by 
16 components of the National Institutes of Health and 
includes more than 100 investigators and technical staff 
at 10 institutions in the United States and Europe.

Paul Thompson, PhD, is a co-founder of the ENIGMA 
(Enhancing Neuro Imaging Genetics through Meta-
Analysis) Consortium, a worldwide network of more than 
200 imaging and genetics scientists at 125 institutions 
across the globe. 

“Early brain imaging studies sought to find out what 
parts of the brain were damaged with certain diseases,” 
Thompson said. “What is now coming to the forefront 
of neuroscience and neuroimaging is examining how 
different parts of the brain speak to each other, what 
are the principles of communication and how do these 
systems change with disease.”

serve as associate dean for research. Both will also hold 
appointments in the USC Viterbi School of Engineering.

SIGNIFICANT CHANGE
“The definition of ‘catalyst’ is an ‘agent that speeds 
significant change,’” said Keck School Dean Carmen A. 
Puliafito, MD, MBA. “These two pre-eminent scientists 
fit that description perfectly. Their important advances in 
neuroimaging will enhance the work we are doing here at 
the Keck School of Medicine. 

“With Professors Toga and Thompson on our faculty, 
the Keck School is poised to become a leader in the field 
of brain mapping and neuroimaging, untangling the 
secrets of diseases and conditions including traumatic 
brain injury, autism and stroke,” Puliafito said. 

The scientists will form the core of the new USC 
Institute for Neuroimaging and Informatics. The institute 
will have space at a USC facility in Marina del Rey, and 
the Raulston Medical Research Building on the USC 
Health Sciences campus will be completely renovated and 
customized for them.

T hanks to a lead gift by the Kenneth T. and Eileen 
L. Norris Foundation, ground has been broken for 

construction of the Norris Healthcare Consultation Center, 
the first new clinical outpatient building on the USC Health 
Sciences Campus since Healthcare Consultation Center II 
opened nine years ago.

“As the USC clinical enterprise is growing, we will 
have a magnificent facility for providing personalized, 
compassionate care for cancer patients,” said Keck School 
of Medicine of USC Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA. “This 
ambitious project speaks to our commitment to outstanding 
medicine.”

During the May 2 groundbreaking ceremony, USC President 
C. L. Max Nikias, PhD, thanked the members of the Norris 
family and Norris Foundation for their generous support, 
congratulating them on the foundation’s 50th anniversary 
as he presented renderings of the Norris Healthcare 
Consultation Center to Harlyne J. Norris, a trustee of USC 
and the Norris Foundation, and Lisa Hansen, chair of the 
board of trustees for the Norris Foundation.

WORLD-CLASS FACILITY
“Thanks to the cutting-edge technologies and pioneering 
therapies that will be available at the Norris Healthcare 
Consultation Center, we will do an even better job of turning 
cancer patients into cancer survivors,” Nikias said. “We will 
have a world-class facility to help us provide world-class 
care to all of our patients, allowing us to reach Kenneth 
Norris’ goal of ‘making cancer a disease of the past.’”

The building will include multidisciplinary clinics designed 
to facilitate interaction among teams, infusion therapy, an 
ambulatory surgery center and a women’s cancer program. 

The center will also feature patient- and family-centered 
amenities such as a retail pharmacy and comfortable patient 
and family waiting areas.

“This new facility will be a model for ambulatory care in the 
future,” said Senior Vice President and CEO for USC Health Tom 
Jackiewicz, MPH.

HISTORY OF SUPPORT
During her remarks, Harlyne Norris gave a recap of the 
foundation’s history with USC. “I’ve enjoyed watching USC 
Norris grow, and my late husband was very proud of his 
involvement,” she said. “The research held his interest, and he 
would be amazed how far we have come to answering his goal.”

Groundbreaking heralds growth of USC  
medical enterprisecontinued from page 1

Save the date
The USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center will celebrate its 40th Anniversary with a gala on Friday, 
Oct. 11, at the Bonaventure Hotel.

>>  Actor/comedian and USC Norris supporter Martin Short will serve as master of ceremonies.

>>   Sponsorship opportunities are available. For information, please contact John Baker at john.baker@usc.
edu or 323-865-0725.

Keck Medicine Initiative — $438 million and growing!

The Keck Medicine Initiative to raise $1.5 billion to 
advance Keck Medicine of USC’s academic, research 

and clinical priorities as part of the $6 billion Campaign for 
the University of Southern California continues to provide 
support for a wide range of important priorities at the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC and the Keck Medical Center 
of USC. 

At press time, the Keck Medicine Initiative included 
gifts and pledges totaling $438 million thanks to our 
community of over 37,000 donors. This generosity is 
helping accelerate the pace of discovery, enabling the 
expansion and enrichment of medical education, supporting 
transformational faculty recruitments, and enhancing the 
patient experience. 

University wide, the Campaign for USC has raised more 
than $2.4 billion toward its $6 billion goal.

Researchers at the Keck School of Medicine of USC 
and the Keck Medical Center of USC are working toward 
understanding, treating and curing diseases to improve the 
quality of life for individuals and families in our community 
and globally. But fulfilling this immense potential requires 
tremendous resources.

Some recent gifts to Keck Medicine include:
    A $1 million gift to establish the Women’s Cancer 

Robert K. Ross, MD, received the inaugural Dean’s 
Humanitarian Award at the Keck School of Medicine 
of USC commencement exercises on May 18. Ross, 
who also gave the commencement address, is 
president and CEO of The California Endowment, 
a health foundation that focuses on the health 
needs of underserved Californians. Prior to his 
appointment in 2000, Ross served as director of 
the San Diego County Health and Human Services 
Agency and commissioner of the Philadelphia 
Department of Public Health.

dean’s HumaniTarian award

Making the USC Trojan “victory” sign are, from 
left: Arthur W. Toga, Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 
and Paul Thompson. Accompanying them are the 
Trojan mascot, Traveler, and his rider at a June 9 
welcome reception at Puliafito’s home.

At the May 2 groundbreaking ceremony from left: USC 
hospitals CEO Scott Evans, Keck School of Medicine of USC 
Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, USC President C. L. Max Nikias, 
USC Trustee Harlyne Norris, Norris Foundation Board of 
Trustees Chair Lisa Hansen, SVP and CEO for USC Health 
Tom Jackiewicz, and USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center Director Stephen B. Gruber.

continued on page 4

ExCITEmENT AND OPPORTUNITIES

Research Fund Imaging Center at the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

    UniHealth grants totaling $1.1 million to support graduate 
medical education and the Adolescent and Young Adult 
cancer program at the Keck School of Medicine. 

    A $300,000 grant from the Adelson Foundation to support 
a multi-institutional approach to ovarian cancer treatment 
research.

    A $90,000 gift to the Patient Experience Department at the 
Keck Medical Center of USC from Scott Bosés and Celesta 
Pappas-Bosés to help improve the patient experience of 
health care at USC.

“Reaching our goals will allow Keck Medicine to better 
identify major health advancement opportunities, make 
leading-edge discoveries and translate those discoveries into 
improved health for patients,” noted Melany Duval, senior 
associate dean and associate vice president of Health Sciences 
Development at USC.

“Every gift — regardless of size — helps us improve the lives 
of thousands of people in Southern California and around the 
world,” she said.

Contact Duval at 323-442-2358 or melanydu@usc.edu to 
learn more about opportunities to join our community of donors.
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the Raulston Medical Research Building on the USC 
Health Sciences campus will be completely renovated and 
customized for them.

T hanks to a lead gift by the Kenneth T. and Eileen 
L. Norris Foundation, ground has been broken for 

construction of the Norris Healthcare Consultation Center, 
the first new clinical outpatient building on the USC Health 
Sciences Campus since Healthcare Consultation Center II 
opened nine years ago.

“As the USC clinical enterprise is growing, we will 
have a magnificent facility for providing personalized, 
compassionate care for cancer patients,” said Keck School 
of Medicine of USC Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA. “This 
ambitious project speaks to our commitment to outstanding 
medicine.”

During the May 2 groundbreaking ceremony, USC President 
C. L. Max Nikias, PhD, thanked the members of the Norris 
family and Norris Foundation for their generous support, 
congratulating them on the foundation’s 50th anniversary 
as he presented renderings of the Norris Healthcare 
Consultation Center to Harlyne J. Norris, a trustee of USC 
and the Norris Foundation, and Lisa Hansen, chair of the 
board of trustees for the Norris Foundation.

WORLD-CLASS FACILITY
“Thanks to the cutting-edge technologies and pioneering 
therapies that will be available at the Norris Healthcare 
Consultation Center, we will do an even better job of turning 
cancer patients into cancer survivors,” Nikias said. “We will 
have a world-class facility to help us provide world-class 
care to all of our patients, allowing us to reach Kenneth 
Norris’ goal of ‘making cancer a disease of the past.’”

The building will include multidisciplinary clinics designed 
to facilitate interaction among teams, infusion therapy, an 
ambulatory surgery center and a women’s cancer program. 

The center will also feature patient- and family-centered 
amenities such as a retail pharmacy and comfortable patient 
and family waiting areas.

“This new facility will be a model for ambulatory care in the 
future,” said Senior Vice President and CEO for USC Health Tom 
Jackiewicz, MPH.

HISTORY OF SUPPORT
During her remarks, Harlyne Norris gave a recap of the 
foundation’s history with USC. “I’ve enjoyed watching USC 
Norris grow, and my late husband was very proud of his 
involvement,” she said. “The research held his interest, and he 
would be amazed how far we have come to answering his goal.”

Groundbreaking heralds growth of USC  
medical enterprisecontinued from page 1

Save the date
The USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center will celebrate its 40th Anniversary with a gala on Friday, 
Oct. 11, at the Bonaventure Hotel.

>>  Actor/comedian and USC Norris supporter Martin Short will serve as master of ceremonies.

>>   Sponsorship opportunities are available. For information, please contact John Baker at john.baker@usc.
edu or 323-865-0725.

Keck Medicine Initiative — $438 million and growing!

The Keck Medicine Initiative to raise $1.5 billion to 
advance Keck Medicine of USC’s academic, research 

and clinical priorities as part of the $6 billion Campaign for 
the University of Southern California continues to provide 
support for a wide range of important priorities at the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC and the Keck Medical Center 
of USC. 

At press time, the Keck Medicine Initiative included 
gifts and pledges totaling $438 million thanks to our 
community of over 37,000 donors. This generosity is 
helping accelerate the pace of discovery, enabling the 
expansion and enrichment of medical education, supporting 
transformational faculty recruitments, and enhancing the 
patient experience. 

University wide, the Campaign for USC has raised more 
than $2.4 billion toward its $6 billion goal.

Researchers at the Keck School of Medicine of USC 
and the Keck Medical Center of USC are working toward 
understanding, treating and curing diseases to improve the 
quality of life for individuals and families in our community 
and globally. But fulfilling this immense potential requires 
tremendous resources.

Some recent gifts to Keck Medicine include:
    A $1 million gift to establish the Women’s Cancer 

Robert K. Ross, MD, received the inaugural Dean’s 
Humanitarian Award at the Keck School of Medicine 
of USC commencement exercises on May 18. Ross, 
who also gave the commencement address, is 
president and CEO of The California Endowment, 
a health foundation that focuses on the health 
needs of underserved Californians. Prior to his 
appointment in 2000, Ross served as director of 
the San Diego County Health and Human Services 
Agency and commissioner of the Philadelphia 
Department of Public Health.

dean’s HumaniTarian award

Making the USC Trojan “victory” sign are, from 
left: Arthur W. Toga, Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 
and Paul Thompson. Accompanying them are the 
Trojan mascot, Traveler, and his rider at a June 9 
welcome reception at Puliafito’s home.

At the May 2 groundbreaking ceremony from left: USC 
hospitals CEO Scott Evans, Keck School of Medicine of USC 
Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, USC President C. L. Max Nikias, 
USC Trustee Harlyne Norris, Norris Foundation Board of 
Trustees Chair Lisa Hansen, SVP and CEO for USC Health 
Tom Jackiewicz, and USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center Director Stephen B. Gruber.

continued on page 4

ExCITEmENT AND OPPORTUNITIES

Research Fund Imaging Center at the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

    UniHealth grants totaling $1.1 million to support graduate 
medical education and the Adolescent and Young Adult 
cancer program at the Keck School of Medicine. 

    A $300,000 grant from the Adelson Foundation to support 
a multi-institutional approach to ovarian cancer treatment 
research.

    A $90,000 gift to the Patient Experience Department at the 
Keck Medical Center of USC from Scott Bosés and Celesta 
Pappas-Bosés to help improve the patient experience of 
health care at USC.

“Reaching our goals will allow Keck Medicine to better 
identify major health advancement opportunities, make 
leading-edge discoveries and translate those discoveries into 
improved health for patients,” noted Melany Duval, senior 
associate dean and associate vice president of Health Sciences 
Development at USC.

“Every gift — regardless of size — helps us improve the lives 
of thousands of people in Southern California and around the 
world,” she said.

Contact Duval at 323-442-2358 or melanydu@usc.edu to 
learn more about opportunities to join our community of donors.
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World-famous neuroscientists recruited to USC 

  

1February 15 — From left: Keck School of Medicine of USC Dean 
Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA, Minister of Health of the Russian 
Federation Veronika Skvortsova, and D. Brent Polk, MD, vice dean 
for child health and professor and chairman of the Department of 
Pediatrics, meet during a trip by a Keck School delegation to Russia. 
Polk also is physician-in-chief and vice president for academic affairs at 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.
 
2March 15 — Keck School of Medicine student Meena Zareh, right, 
shows off her letter announcing her match in internal medicine at USC 
as classmate Kelly Rue cheers her on. Out of 157 students matching this 
year, 70 percent will do all or part of their training in California; 30 
percent will do their residencies at Los Angeles County+USC Medical 
Center. Medical schools no longer receive statistics on the success of 
students in achieving their first or second choice However, informal 
polling suggests that well more than 50 percent of students obtained 
their first program choice, and a much higher percentage obtained their 
first or second choice.
 
3April 3 — Dean Puliafito, right, hosts a welcome reception at the 
California Club for John Niparko, MD, center, the Leon J. Tiber and 
David S. Alpert Chair in Medicine and chair of the Department of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. With them at the reception 
is Dale Rice, MD, who stepped down from the position of department 
chair after 30 years of service.

4April 22 — From left: USC Viterbi School of Engineering Dean 
Yannis C. Yortsos, PhD, USC Provost and Senior Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Elizabeth Garrett, JD, Mark Humayun, MD, 
PhD, and Dean Puliafito at a reception honoring Humayun for 
his groundbreaking work in developing a retinal prosthesis that 
was recently approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
Humayun is the Cornelius J. Pings Chair in Biomedical Sciences 
and professor of ophthalmology, biomedical engineering, cell and 
neurobiology.
 
5April 18 — From left: Stephen Gruber, MD, PhD, MPH, director 
of the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center; Andrew McMahon, 
PhD, director of the Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative 
Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC; and Art Ulene, MD, a 
board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist, author and speaker, addressed 
attendees at the Norris Ambassadors luncheon. Norris Ambassadors are 
USC Norris supporters who help promote and share the cancer center’s 
mission with family and friends. 
 
6April 30 — Dean Puliafito and his wife, Janet Pine, MD, hosted 
a series of dinners at their home to introduce researchers and physicians 
to potential donors. With Puliafito at one of the dinners are, from left: 
Holly Robinson Peete, member of the Keck School Board of Overseers; 
Sonia Gonsalves Salzman; David Salzman; and Judith Weiner.
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T wo of the world’s leading researchers in 
neuroscience have been recruited to the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC from the University 

of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 
In the fall, Arthur W. Toga, PhD, and Paul Thompson, 

PhD, will bring to the newly created USC Institute for 
Neuroimaging and Informatics a significant grant portfolio 
and more than 100 researchers, including nine additional 
faculty members, multidisciplinary staff and graduate 
students in the computer sciences, biostatistics and 
neurosciences.

The research powerhouses are internationally renowned 
in the field of brain mapping and neuroimaging — the 
critical work that allows us to actually see the physical 

structure and circuitry 
that generates our 
mind, behavior and 
consciousness.

Toga is professor of 
neurology, director of 
the Laboratory of Neuro 
Imaging (LONI) and 
co-director of the Division 
of Brain Mapping in the 
Neuropsychiatric Institute 
at UCLA. Thompson is 
professor of neurology and 
psychiatry at UCLA. 

BIG NEWS
In a page one story in the 
Los Angeles Times, USC 

President C. L. Max Nikias, PhD, was quoted as saying that 
his priority “is to recruit what I call transformative faculty. 
They are people who are well-established; they are the kings 
and queens of where they are.”

In the story headlined “USC Steals Two Star Brain 
Researchers from UCLA,” Nikias added, “We always 
compete with UCLA whether in athletics or for students or 
faculty. But I’m sure this will be noticed because it is from 
across town.”

Keck School ranking improves in U.S. News & World Report 
Medical schools are ranked based on student selectivity 
admission statistics (MCAT, GPA, and acceptance rate), 
faculty-to-student ratio and total enrollment numbers, 
as well as National Institutes of Health research grants.

The Keck School is at the forefront of medical 
education with an integrated, hands-on curriculum. 
The school is among the first medical schools to adopt 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine courses for first-year 
students to give them real-world experience in patient 
care from the start of medical school.

The school is also home to Health, Technology 
and Education at USC (HTE@USC), an innovative 
educational program developed in 2010 that 
facilitates cross-disciplinary education for medical and 
engineering students to work jointly on solutions to 
health care problems.

Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge also made 
a quick visit to express his thanks for USC Norris’ continued 
service to Los Angeles. “This is a very important place,” he 
told the audience. “There’s no place in our county that does 
so much for so many as USC.”

The Keck School of Medicine of USC improved its 
ranking by three places in the 2014 U.S. News & World 

Report’s “Annual Guide to Best Graduate Schools.”
The Keck School now ranks 31st in research in a four-

way tie with Brown University, Oregon Health and Science 
University, and the University of Rochester. The new 
rankings appeared in the May 2013 issue of U.S. News & 
World Report.

“I attribute this important move up in the rankings to the 
strength of our faculty, staff and students, who make the Keck 
School one of the best medical schools in the country,” said 
Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA. “This 
national recognition is a testament to our commitment to 
excellence in research and education.”

In fall 2012, 126 accredited medical schools and 23 schools 
of osteopathic medicine were surveyed for the ranking. 

The Norris Foundation’s support of the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center goes back to a lead gift that 
made possible groundbreaking for the cancer center in 1979.

Hansen cited the most recent gift of $15 million as evidence 
of the continued commitment of Norris Foundation trustees to 
the work being done at USC Norris. “It is our privilege to be a 
part of this latest project,” she said. “As funders, we know this 
is a sound investment; as people who have been touched by 
cancer, we know the funds are in good hands.”

The gift will be augmented by additional philanthropic 
support of $40 million that will be raised as part of the $1.5 
billion Keck Medicine Initiative of the Campaign for USC. 

PRECISION CANCER CARE
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center Director Stephen B. 
Gruber, MD, PhD, MPH, described the advances being made at 
USC Norris, which is celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2013. 
“We are already expanding the universe of precision cancer 
care right here at USC Norris, taking strides to cure cancers that 
were once thought untreatable and bringing discoveries from 
research benches to our patients’ bedsides,” he said. “Today, 
we’re breaking ground on the building that will help turn our 
goal of making cancer a disease of the past into a reality.”
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Paul Thompson, left; Arthur W. Toga, right

This image of white matter fibers in 
the adult human brain illustrates the 
complexity of the neural wiring of 
the human brain as computed using 
sophisticated neuroimaging methods  
and data processing tools developed by 
members of the LONI team. 
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The Norris Healthcare Consultation Center will be the first new 
clinical outpatient building on the USC Health Sciences Campus 
since 2004.

New building signals continued commitment

“ With Professors Toga and 
Thompson on our faculty, 
the Keck School is poised 
to become a leader in the 
field of brain mapping and 
neuroimaging.” 

   — DeAN CArMeN A. PULIAFITo
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Polk also is physician-in-chief and vice president for academic affairs at 
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as classmate Kelly Rue cheers her on. Out of 157 students matching this 
year, 70 percent will do all or part of their training in California; 30 
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Center. Medical schools no longer receive statistics on the success of 
students in achieving their first or second choice However, informal 
polling suggests that well more than 50 percent of students obtained 
their first program choice, and a much higher percentage obtained their 
first or second choice.
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T wo of the world’s leading researchers in 
neuroscience have been recruited to the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC from the University 

of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 
In the fall, Arthur W. Toga, PhD, and Paul Thompson, 

PhD, will bring to the newly created USC Institute for 
Neuroimaging and Informatics a significant grant portfolio 
and more than 100 researchers, including nine additional 
faculty members, multidisciplinary staff and graduate 
students in the computer sciences, biostatistics and 
neurosciences.

The research powerhouses are internationally renowned 
in the field of brain mapping and neuroimaging — the 
critical work that allows us to actually see the physical 

structure and circuitry 
that generates our 
mind, behavior and 
consciousness.

Toga is professor of 
neurology, director of 
the Laboratory of Neuro 
Imaging (LONI) and 
co-director of the Division 
of Brain Mapping in the 
Neuropsychiatric Institute 
at UCLA. Thompson is 
professor of neurology and 
psychiatry at UCLA. 

BIG NEWS
In a page one story in the 
Los Angeles Times, USC 

President C. L. Max Nikias, PhD, was quoted as saying that 
his priority “is to recruit what I call transformative faculty. 
They are people who are well-established; they are the kings 
and queens of where they are.”

In the story headlined “USC Steals Two Star Brain 
Researchers from UCLA,” Nikias added, “We always 
compete with UCLA whether in athletics or for students or 
faculty. But I’m sure this will be noticed because it is from 
across town.”

Keck School ranking improves in U.S. News & World Report 
Medical schools are ranked based on student selectivity 
admission statistics (MCAT, GPA, and acceptance rate), 
faculty-to-student ratio and total enrollment numbers, 
as well as National Institutes of Health research grants.

The Keck School is at the forefront of medical 
education with an integrated, hands-on curriculum. 
The school is among the first medical schools to adopt 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine courses for first-year 
students to give them real-world experience in patient 
care from the start of medical school.

The school is also home to Health, Technology 
and Education at USC (HTE@USC), an innovative 
educational program developed in 2010 that 
facilitates cross-disciplinary education for medical and 
engineering students to work jointly on solutions to 
health care problems.

Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge also made 
a quick visit to express his thanks for USC Norris’ continued 
service to Los Angeles. “This is a very important place,” he 
told the audience. “There’s no place in our county that does 
so much for so many as USC.”

The Keck School of Medicine of USC improved its 
ranking by three places in the 2014 U.S. News & World 

Report’s “Annual Guide to Best Graduate Schools.”
The Keck School now ranks 31st in research in a four-

way tie with Brown University, Oregon Health and Science 
University, and the University of Rochester. The new 
rankings appeared in the May 2013 issue of U.S. News & 
World Report.
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strength of our faculty, staff and students, who make the Keck 
School one of the best medical schools in the country,” said 
Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA. “This 
national recognition is a testament to our commitment to 
excellence in research and education.”

In fall 2012, 126 accredited medical schools and 23 schools 
of osteopathic medicine were surveyed for the ranking. 

The Norris Foundation’s support of the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center goes back to a lead gift that 
made possible groundbreaking for the cancer center in 1979.

Hansen cited the most recent gift of $15 million as evidence 
of the continued commitment of Norris Foundation trustees to 
the work being done at USC Norris. “It is our privilege to be a 
part of this latest project,” she said. “As funders, we know this 
is a sound investment; as people who have been touched by 
cancer, we know the funds are in good hands.”

The gift will be augmented by additional philanthropic 
support of $40 million that will be raised as part of the $1.5 
billion Keck Medicine Initiative of the Campaign for USC. 

PRECISION CANCER CARE
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center Director Stephen B. 
Gruber, MD, PhD, MPH, described the advances being made at 
USC Norris, which is celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2013. 
“We are already expanding the universe of precision cancer 
care right here at USC Norris, taking strides to cure cancers that 
were once thought untreatable and bringing discoveries from 
research benches to our patients’ bedsides,” he said. “Today, 
we’re breaking ground on the building that will help turn our 
goal of making cancer a disease of the past into a reality.”
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This image of white matter fibers in 
the adult human brain illustrates the 
complexity of the neural wiring of 
the human brain as computed using 
sophisticated neuroimaging methods  
and data processing tools developed by 
members of the LONI team. 
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The Norris Healthcare Consultation Center will be the first new 
clinical outpatient building on the USC Health Sciences Campus 
since 2004.

New building signals continued commitment

“ With Professors Toga and 
Thompson on our faculty, 
the Keck School is poised 
to become a leader in the 
field of brain mapping and 
neuroimaging.” 

   — DeAN CArMeN A. PULIAFITo
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