
the concept that linked 
impaired blood flow 
and flaws in the blood-
brain barrier to the 
development of diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s 
through their impact on 
neurons. He is currently 
the principal investigator 
for numerous grants, 
including two National 
Institutes of Health-
funded R37 awards to 
study pathogenesis and 
new therapeutic targets in 
Alzheimer’s disease.

“Professor Zlokovic’s 
translational research 
in neurodegenerative 
disorders and the blood-
brain relationship is 
forging a promising path 
toward the discovery of 
cures for debilitating health problems that affect millions 
of people,” said Elizabeth Garrett, USC provost and senior 
vice president for academic affairs. “His influential work at 
ZNI will continue to advance through the generous support 
provided by Selim Zilkha and Mary Hayley in establishing 
this endowed chair.”

“Since the National Alzheimer’s Project Act was signed 
into law in 2011, we now have a plan that intends to prevent 
and effectively treat Alzheimer’s disease by 2025,” Zlokovic 
said. “We hope that our research will contribute to that goal 
by paving the way for development of new treatments and 
early diagnostics for this devastating disease.”

An owner in Zilkha Biomass Fuels, Zilkha is known for 
the breadth of his vision both as an innovative and successful 
entrepreneur and as a medical benefactor.

Zilkha established the Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute 
(ZNI) at USC with a $20 million gift to the Keck School 
in 2002. He reaffirmed his commitment to Keck Medicine’s 
research efforts in 2011 with a $5 million gift for recruitment 
of senior scientists and investigators to the institute. This 
latest gift establishes the Mary Hayley and Selim Zilkha 
Chair for Alzheimer’s Disease Research to directly support 
and advance research efforts into the causes, treatments and 
understanding of Alzheimer’s disease.
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DEAN’S REPORT
Benefactor pledges $5 million to USC Alzheimer’s research

Los Angeles residents Selim Zilkha and Mary 
Hayley are raising the stakes in the fight against 
Alzheimer’s disease, the only cause of death 

among the top 10 in the United States that cannot 
currently be prevented, cured or slowed.

Zilkha, a member of the Keck School of Medicine of 
USC Board of Overseers, has pledged a gift of $5 million 
to the school to fund a new endowed chair in Alzheimer’s 
disease research. This latest gift brings Zilkha’s total giving 
to neuroscience research at the Keck School to more than 
$30 million.

“We are deeply grateful to Selim and Mary for their 
vision and support,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA, 

dean of the Keck 
School. “Through 
their extraordinary 
philanthropy and 
outstanding leadership, 
they are helping to 
support prolific and 
groundbreaking 
research in degenerative 
neurological diseases.”

Alzheimer’s is a de-
generative brain disorder 
that leads to memory 

loss and changes in thinking 
and other brain functions. 
Today, more than 5 million 
Americans suffer from Al-
zheimer’s disease, the sixth 
leading cause of death in the 
United States, according to 
the Alzheimer’s Association.

“My mother and eldest 
brother suffered from 
Alzheimer’s, and later my 
eldest sister from dementia,” 
said Zilkha. “These are 
terrible diseases. If we don’t do something about it, by 2050 
the number of people in the United States with Alzheimer’s 
or dementia may nearly triple from 5 million to a projected 
13.8 million. We must make every effort to arrest and 
reverse this progression.”

ZNI Director Berislav V. Zlokovic, MD, PhD, professor 
and chair of the Department of Physiology and Biophysics 
at the Keck School, has been named the inaugural holder of 
the chair.

Zlokovic is an eminent scientist-clinician whose research 
has focused primarily on the relationship of vascular 
problems to Alzheimer’s disease. He was a pioneer of 

PHOTO GALLERY : Left, Jimmy Gomez, State Assemblymember, 51st District, and Keck School of Medicine Dean 
Carmen A. Puliafito meet on Oct. 15 prior to the assemblyman’s tour of the campus. Right, Puliafito welcomes to the campus 
David Kessler, professor of pediatrics and epidemiology and biostatistics at the UCSF School of Medicine and former head of 
the Federal Drug Administration. Kessler spoke on campus Nov. 12 as part of the Dean’s Distinguished Lecture Series. 

Berislav V. Zlokovic
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If we don’t do 
something ... 
by 2050 the number 
of people in the 
United States 
with Alzheimer’s 
or dementia may 
nearly triple...

— Selim Zilkha
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Continued on page 5

National, local foundations spur Keck Medicine Initiative advances

With gifts and pledges now in excess of $550 
million, the Keck Medicine Initiative, part 
of the Campaign for University of Southern 

California, continues to advance toward its ambitious 
$1.5 billion fundraising goal.

Our success is being fueled by gifts from several 
national and local foundations in support of medical 
education, the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center and Keck Medicine of USC. Recent gifts and 
pledges include: 

Breast Cancer Research Foundation — three gifts to-
taling a gift of $720,000 to support breast cancer research 
conducted by: Michael Press, MD, PhD, the Harold E. Lee 
Chair in Cancer Research and professor of pathology at the 
Keck School of Medicine of USC; Christina Curtis, PhD, 
assistant professor of preventive medicine at the Keck School; 
and David Agus, MD, professor of medicine and engineering 
at the Keck School of Medicine of USC and the USC Viterbi 
School of Engineering;

The Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson Medical Re-
search Foundation — a gift of $317,000 to support ovarian 
cancer research by Michael Press; 

California Community Foundation — two gifts totaling 
$359,000 to support medical scholarships at the Keck School 
of Medicine and to fund the Es Tiempo Program, which edu-
cates women about cervical cancer and helps fund screenings 
for the disease;

Heart and Lung Surgery Foundation — a $937,000 gift 
to be used to establish a donor-advised fund that will support 
initiatives and programs in cardiothoracic and cardiovascular 
medicine at the Keck School of Medicine. 

Helene and Louis Galen Family Foundation — a 
$500,000 gift to the Keck School of Medicine.

Moore for Kids Foundation — $500,000 to support the 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center.

On behalf of the entire community, we are extremely 
grateful for the generosity of every foundation and indi-
vidual that has supported our efforts to date. 

Please contact Melany Duval, 
associate vice president of health science 
development and senior associate dean, 
at (323) 442-2358 or melanydu@usc.edu 
to learn about opportunities to join our 
community of donors. From left: Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, Selim Zilkha and ZNI Director 

Berislav V. Zlokovic.

ZILKHA: New gift will fund key Alzheimer’s research post
Continued from page 1

We now have a plan ... to prevent and effectively treat Alzheimer’s disease by 2025.
— Berislav V. Zlokovic
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Rick A. Friedman

John K. Niparko, professor and chair of the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, examines a pediatric patient.

Keck Medicine of USC opens center for children with hearing loss

2

Lindsay S. RederJon-Paul Pepper

Otolaryngology department grows quickly in size, reputation

Eric J. Kezirian

Patients at Keck Medicine are the real winners, having access to a group of experts 
who are passionate about helping individuals get back to their daily routine.

— John K. Niparko

““

If actions speak louder than words, then actions that 
restore a person’s hearing may speak the loudest of all.

Having trained for years to perform those actions, Rick 
A. Friedman, MD, PhD, professor of otolaryngology and 
neurosurgery at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, said he 
is still impressed by how quickly they can change a patient’s 
life for the better.

For example, he recalled that early in his career, “I oper-
ated on a 12-year-old girl with bilateral acoustic neuromas. I 
removed both tumors and was able to save her hearing in both 

ears. That’s amazing to me — that this little girl was saved 
from a life of deafness.”

Friedman is one of a cadre of newly hired specialists 
bringing his skills and passion to the Keck School of 
Medicine of USC’s Department of Otolaryngology-Head & 
Neck Surgery. Fueled by federal grants worth $3.8 million 
a year and invigorated by new leadership and recruits, the 
department is growing quickly in size and reputation.

John K. Niparko, MD, an internationally renowned oto-
neurologic surgeon and researcher, is guiding the department’s 

rapid growth, of which he is also a part, having joined USC in 
February 2013 as professor and chair of the department. 

The more visible signs of the department’s growth are that:

• Nationally, it is projected to rank ninth in the nation for 
funding from the National Institutes of Health in FY14, up 
from 40th place in FY12.

• Locally, it has established a new presence at the USC 
Center for Childhood Communication on the campus of John 
Tracy Clinic in Los Angeles; and

• Internally, it has added numerous new faculty to enhance 
its clinical services, including experts in otolaryngology, 
neurosurgery, facial plastic surgery and swallowing disorders.

Niparko said the department’s new recruits “are among the 
best and most experienced in their respective sub-specialties 
to broaden the scope of USC’s existing clinical and research 
program in otolaryngology.  Patients at Keck Medicine are 

the real winners, having access to a group of experts who are 
passionate about helping individuals get back to their daily 
routine.” 

Key new hires include:

• Rick A. Friedman, MD, PhD, who is also division 

director of otology, neurotology and skull base surgery. 
He is an expert in the care of acoustic neuroma, a 
noncancerous tumor on the nerve that connects the ear to 
the brain. Friedman sees patients who suffer from diseases 
that affect the ears, balance system and skull base at the 
Keck Medical Center of USC;

• Eric J. Kezirian, MD, MPH, professor of otolaryngology 
at the Keck School. He has published clinical epidemiology 
and outcomes research studies concerning surgical evaluation 
techniques such as drug-induced sleep endoscopy,  the selec-
tion of procedures to improve outcomes, and novel treatments 
for snoring and obstructive sleep apnea;

 • Facial plastic surgeon Jon-Paul Pepper, MD, assistant 
professor of otolaryngology at the Keck School. He special-
izes in facial reconstruction, facial paralysis treatment and 
aesthetic procedures of the face, focusing on the improvement 
of both function and appearance of the head and neck; and 

• Laryngologist Lindsay S. Reder, MD, assistant professor 
of otolaryngology at the Keck School. She focuses on patients 
with voice and swallowing disorders. 

Niparko said his expanding team “addresses unsolved 
challenges related to hearing and balance, including a new 
generation of implantable technologies.”

Hearing loss among children is a major challenge for 
pediatricians and parents. According to the National 
Information Center for Children and Youth with 

Disabilities, children who are hard of hearing often find it much 
more difficult to learn vocabulary, grammar and word order.

No single treatment is the answer, however. To offer patients 
and their families comprehensive clinical care backed by 
innovative research, Keck Medicine of USC recently opened 
the USC Center for Childhood Communication on the 
campus of John Tracy Clinic, 806 W. Adams Blvd., in Los 
Angeles, adjacent to the University Park campus. Pediatric 
audiology and speech pathology specialists began seeing 
patients on Oct. 1, 2013.

The new center provides audiology and speech language 
pathology services to children with hearing loss from birth to 
adulthood, including access to national clinical trials and state-
of-the-art rehabilitative care. 

The center builds on the world-renowned clinical and 
scientific expertise of the Department of Otolaryngology-
Head & Neck Surgery at Keck Medicine of USC.

“Research and clinical innovation go hand in hand at the 
Keck School of Medicine,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, 
MBA, dean of the Keck School. “We are enthusiastic about 
the opening of this new center.”

The center is the result of the hard work and dedication 
of many departments university-wide, according to Coreen 
Rodgers, MBA, CPA, chief operating officer of the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC. “Coordination for the logistics 
of starting things up in just 10 days’ time has been a massive 
task between legal, USC Care, marketing, the audiologists and 
USC real estate,” she said, adding that the center meets the 
key goal of providing the full range of services these children 
need, all in one place.

Fully staffed by USC faculty, the center is able to test the 
degree and type of hearing loss a child may have; fit assistive 
devices such as hearing aids, bone conduction devices and 
cochlear implants; and assess listening and communication 
skill development. It also will participate in various National 
Institutes of Health-funded research projects that focus on 
hearing and speech development, in hopes of developing 

innovative technologies and procedures for people with 
profound hearing loss.

“With the right care, young children with hearing loss 
can achieve developmental, academic and social outcomes 
commensurate with their hearing peers,” said John K. 
Niparko, MD, professor and chair of the Department of 
Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery. “Our center fills 
a regional gap, integrating research, clinical services and 
education to serve families with special needs.”

The center is located on the first floor of John Tracy 
Clinic ( JTC), which was founded in 1943 and is a leading 
diagnostic and education center for young children with 
hearing loss in the world. John Tracy Clinic’s integrated 
services include pediatric audiology, community hearing 
screening, parent-infant programming, an auditory-verbal 
preschool, counseling and child development, parent 
distance education, and an accredited master’s degree and 
credential program.

Rodgers said, “We have built a full audiology clinic on-site 
with four hearing booths, family therapy rooms and a second 
floor with offices for research facilities and staff.”

“We are pleased to have our two remarkable institutions 
under one roof,” added Gaston Kent, president and CEO of 
John Tracy Clinic. “Our proximity will be a tremendous asset 
to children with hearing loss and we look forward to a long 
and collaborative relationship.”

The USC Center for Childhood Communication is the 
latest addition to the Department of Otolaryngology-Head 
& Neck Surgery, which recently recruited four physicians 
specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of disorders 
that affect hearing, balance, speech, swallowing, sleep and 
facial function. 

The department is home to preeminent surgeons who 
have unparalleled experience in cochlear implantation — 
Niparko and Rick A. Friedman, MD, PhD, together have 
performed nearly 2,000 cochlear implants — including 
advanced surgical techniques and multidisciplinary 
approaches to rehabilitation.


