
Albert Einstein once said, “A person who has not 
made his great contribution to science before the  
age of 30 will never do so.” To ensure that young 

scientists have the opportunity to make their marks, The 
Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation has given a $2 million 
gift to the Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative 
Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC.

The gift will establish a series of Broad Fellows, ex-
ceptional senior postdoctoral researchers at the transi-
tion point to starting their own laboratories. It will also 
support core research facilities and innovative projects at 
USC, home to one of only two dedicated university stem 
cell research centers in Los Angeles.

“This generous gift ensures that USC’s stem cell re-
search center will continue to attract the best and bright-
est emerging talent, and encourages their pioneering work 
as they transition into the next stage of their careers,” 
said Andy McMahon, PhD, FRS, director of the Eli and 
Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and 
Stem Cell Research at USC. “The fresh views that come 
from younger scientists have always been the lifeblood of 
innovation.”

To nurture the next generation of star scientists, the gift 
provides ongoing support for the stem cell center’s state-
of-the-art core facilities in imaging, therapeutic screening, 
flow cytometry and stem cell isolation and culture — that 
also benefit researchers across the university.

The gift also enables strategic investments in the in-
novative research projects that will become tomorrow’s 
clinical advances in regenerative medicine.

The Broad Foundation’s generous investment comes at a 
critical time, when government research dollars for young 
researchers are in short supply. In this tough climate, the 
gift will ensure USC remains a destination for the next 
generation of pioneers in regenerative medicine and stem 
cell research. This will benefit not only the university and 
its young researchers, but also patients who will reap the 
rewards of future stem cell-based cures.

“We believe that the promise of stem cells — and 
the research underway at USC — is limitless,” said 
Broad. “For us, this is an opportunity to advance essential 
research in hopes of finding new treatments for the many 
diseases that are still untreatable.”

Philanthropic leaders in biomedical research as 
well as many other fields, Eli and Edythe Broad 
created USC’s stem cell research center with a gift 

of $30 million to the Keck School of Medicine of USC in 
February 2006.

A renowned business leader who built two Fortune 500 
companies over a 50-year career, Eli Broad is the founder-
chairman of both SunAmerica Inc. and KB Home 
(formerly Kaufman and Broad Home Corporation). He 
is also a member of the Board of Overseers of the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC.

Larissa V. Rodríguez, MD, a noted expert in 
female pelvic medicine with more than 15 years 
of clinical and research experience in urology, 
joined Keck Medicine of USC on May 1.

Rodríguez joins an elite group of faculty 
urologists at the USC Institute of Urology 
as professor of urology at the Keck School 
of Medicine of USC. She serves as vice chair 
(academics) at the Catherine and Joseph 
Aresty Department of Urology at the Keck 
School, director of Female Pelvic Medicine and 
Reconstructive Surgery (FPMRS) at Keck Medicine 
of USC – Beverly Hills and director of the FPMRS 
Fellowship at the Keck School of Medicine.

Rodríguez came from the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA), where she was co-director of 
female pelvic medicine and reconstructive surgery and 
professor of urology.

Her goal is to help establish USC as a beacon of 
hope to women who feared they had nowhere to 

turn for pelvic floor problems, 
including incontinence, urinary 
frequency, bladder pain and vaginal 
prolapse. According to the American 
Urogynecological Society, one in 
three women suffer from pelvic floor 
dysfunction, a range of symptoms 
including bladder and bowel 
problems as well as pelvic pain.

“Women are affected by a number 
of pelvic conditions that devastate their 

quality of life but are seldom discussed by the public, 
community or even physicians,” Rodriguez said. “Many 
suffer in silence, thinking this is part of normal aging. 
It does not have to be that way. There are numerous 
therapies that can improve or cure these conditions, 
allowing women to lead normal and productive lives. 
I am excited to join Keck Medicine and the USC 
Institute of Urology, where the vision, resources and 
talent exist to bring urologic care to the forefront in 
the nation.”

on geriatric and family medicine, elder abuse, and care 
of the elderly and underserved. She succeeds Jerry D. 
Gates, PhD, who will step down after serving as chair of 
the Department of Family Medicine since 2007.

Mosqueda is the co-director of the National Center 
on Elder Abuse, a federally funded initiative that serves 
as the nation’s coordinating body and clearinghouse for 
information on research, training, best practices, news 
and resources on elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. 

She is the principal investigator for a major Health 
and Human Services-funded study that addresses 

primary and secondary prevention of the abuse of 
people who have a dementing illness, and is the leader of 
numerous other activities related to elder justice.

At UCI, Mosqueda co-founded the nation’s first Elder 
Abuse Forensics Center, which unites legal, medical, 
social services and law enforcement experts to improve 
the investigation and prosecution of elder abuse cases. 
In 2006, Los Angeles County agencies established a 
center patterned after UCI’s. There are now four Elder 
Abuse Forensic Centers in California and one in New 
York. In April 2011, the center at UCI received the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s national Award for Professional 
Innovation in Victim Services.
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DEAN’S REPORT
Mosqueda named chair of the Department of Family Medicine

Alia Tutor Endowed Chair established at Keck School

Laura A. Mosqueda, MD, has been named chair of the Department of Family 
Medicine, professor of family medicine and geriatrics (clinical scholar) and 
associate dean of primary care at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, 

effective July 1. 

Making the announcement, Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA, called her 
“an outstanding clinician and innovative teacher with a proven track record as a 
dynamic builder of clinical, educational and interdisciplinary programs.”

Mosqueda is a graduate of USC who served the past 16 years at the University 
of California, Irvine (UCI) School of Medicine as associate dean of primary care, 
chair and professor of family medicine and geriatrics, and holder of the the Ronald 
W. Reagan Endowed Chair in Geriatrics. Mosqueda is a widely respected authority 

Alia Tutor, wife of USC trustee Ronald Tutor, both 
longtime supporters of the university, is providing a 
gift to establish the Alia Tutor Chair in Reproductive 
Medicine at the Keck School of Medicine of USC. 
The new chair will be housed in the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

A former advisor to the United Nation’s Office for 
Partnerships, Alia Tutor’s concern for others stretches 
from USC around the globe. She currently dedicates 
her time and leadership on the board of directors of 
Indego Africa, an organization that provides female 

artisans in war-torn Rwanda with education, leadership 
skills and other training to become successful business-
women.

The inaugural holder of the Alia Tutor Chair in Re-
productive Medicine is Richard Paulson, MD, professor 
of obstetrics and gynecology, chief of the division of 
reproductive endocrinology and infertility, and director 
of USC Fertility.

“Richard Paulson’s groundbreaking research and 

Laura A. Mosqueda
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We believe that the promise of stem cells — and the research underway at USC — is 
limitless. For us, this is an opportunity to advance essential research in hopes of finding 
new treatments for the many diseases that are still untreatable.

— Eli Broad, 
Philanthropist and member of the Board of Overseers of the Keck School of Medicine of USC

““

Larissa V. Rodríguez



Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, 
MBA, dean of the Keck 
School, praised graduates at 

commencement on May 17 for their 
passion and commitment to social 
justice in health-care delivery. 

“I love this class’s brilliance, 
enthusiasm, clinical acumen, 
research accomplishments and love 
of life,” he said. “As your Dean, I 
have one simple request: Do not 
forget the poor, the unlucky, the 
unfortunate — those people whom 
you will encounter without the 
means or knowledge to get the 
health care they need and deserve.”

Distinguished speakers shared 
advice with the 169 
graduating Keck 
School students on 
their careers and the 
impact they can have 
on all parts of society 
in a changing medical 
landscape.

Actress and social 
activist Madeleine 
Stowe spoke on her 
father’s illness and the 
profound impact the 
doctors’ compassion 
had on her family’s 
security.

“You are healers, 
easing and eradicating 
pain and suffering, and 
that is a vocation — it 
is not a job, no matter 

how much it may feel like one at 
times,” she said. “It is a true calling, 
and you are so lucky because most 
of us struggle in life to ever find one. 

“As medical practitioners, I ask 
you to make one choice: Pick the 
good fight, and with your articulate 
voices be the leaders who bring us 
back into the light when we are hurt 
and frightened, and help us feel safe 
again,” she continued. “Your pas-
sion and advocacy may be the most 
powerful weapon this country has; 
don’t ever underestimate it.”

Stowe was presented with the 
Dean’s Humanitarian Service 
Award for her charitable work 

in Haiti, as well as her work as a 
member of the board of directors 
of Artists for Peace and Justice, an 
organization formed to support 
efforts of a grassroots Haitian 
team serving residents of Port-Au-
Prince’s toughest neighborhoods.

Ming Hsieh, USC trustee and 
CEO and chairman of Fulgent 
Therapeutics, was honored with the 
Elaine Stevely Hoffman Award for 
his extraordinary service in recogni-
tion of longstanding contributions 
and supreme dedication to the Keck 
School, which includes donating 
$85 million to medical and engi-
neering research at USC.
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Tutor: Gift offers boost to reproductive endocrinology research
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Campaign gifts support innovative new research and faculty Keck School graduates advised to hold on to their passion, altruism
The Keck Medicine Initiative, part of the Campaign 

for the University of Southern California, has surpassed 
$654 million in gifts and pledges and is making 
significant progress toward its ambitious $1.5 billion 
fundraising goal.

Since the last Dean’s Report, our campaign progress 
has increased by more than $ 114 million. Gifts in 
support of our stellar research faculty 
are having an immediate impact on the 
spectrum of innovative research being 
done throughout the Health Sciences 
Campus. Gifts of note that have 
provided seed funding or supported other 
new research initiatives include:

The Eli and Edythe Broad 
Foundation —a pledge to establish the 
Broad Fellows; a cohort of exceptional 
senior postdoctoral researchers at the transition point 
to help start their own laboratories at Keck and provide 
ongoing support for the investment and upgrades of the 
core facilities utilized by the Broad Fellows and other 
research faculty.

 Donald E. and Delia B. Baxter Foundation — a 
combined gift of $200,000 to two talented assistant 
professors: Justin Ichida, PhD in the Department of 
Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine, and Kai 
Chen, PhD, in the Department of Radiology. Ichida will 
use his award to find new ways to treat patients with 
two fatal neurodegenerative disorders: frontotemporal 
dementia and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease). Chen’s award will improve the lives of a 
different group of patients by advancing a tumor imaging 
technology called “positron emission tomography.”

 Rainwater Charitable Foundation — a gift of 
$100,000 to support Justin Ichida, PhD and his work 
in using pluripotent stem cells to study the pathological 
mechanisms and therapeutic targets of adult neurological 
diseases caused by mutations in the Tau protein.

 A.P. Giannini Foundation — a combined gift of 

$300,000 for two postdoctoral fellowships at Keck.  
Lindsey Mork, PhD, received her fellowship based on 
her work with craniofacial development in stem cell 
biology, and Elinne Becket, PhD, received hers for her 
continuing study of epigenetics and kidney cancer.

Marion Brucker, Sue and Barry Brucker and 
the Concern Foundation for Cancer Research — 

Significant support for the continued growth 
of the Adolescent and Young Adult oncology 
program (also known as AYA@USC) 
under the director of Stuart E. Siegel, MD, 
professor and vice chair of pediatrics at the 
Keck School associate director for pediatric 
oncology at the USC Norris Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.  Funding will support 
the clinical team and participation in an 
international multi-institution psychosocial 
research project.

Dana and David Dornsife — A gift of $250,000 to 
fund innovative cancer clinical trials at USC Norris.

 Ben Leeds — A gift of $100,000 to support the 
USC Institute of Urology and kidney cancer research 
under the direction of Inderbir Gill, MD, MCh, chair 
and professor of the Catherine and Joseph Aresty 
Department of Urology at the Keck School.

 Carol Cloud — A gift of $100,000 to support colon 
cancer research under the direction of Stephen Gruber 
MD, PhD, MPH, professor of medicine at the Keck 
School, director of the USC Norris Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.

 Art Wible Family — A gift of $100,000 to support 
melanoma research under the direction of Michael 
Wong, MD, PhD, professor of medicine at the Keck 
School.

Please contact Melany Duval, associate vice president 
of health sciences development and senior associate dean 
at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, at (323) 442-
2358 or melanydu@usc.edu to learn about opportunities 
to join our community of donors.

treatment have given hope to many 
couples who feared they would never be 
able to have children,” said Keck School 
Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, MD, MBA. 
“This generous gift is a testament to his 
innovation and leadership and will assist 
him in his important work.”

Paulson has served as director of the 
Fertility Program at USC since 1986. He 
is an internationally recognized expert 
in fertility in women over age 40. He 
published several landmark investigations 
addressing the effect of age upon female 
fertility, including the first observation 
that egg donation could be used to ex-
tend the reproductive lifespan in women over 40.

His research has resulted in publication of the first 
series of successful pregnancies in women over age 50 
in the journal Lancet (1993), of obstetric outcomes 
in women in their 50s in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association (2002) and of the effects of 
parenting stress in mothers in their 50s in the journal 
Fertility & Sterility (2007). Most recently, Paulson’s 
division found that women who have insufficiency in 
vitamin D levels have decreased pregnancy rates, and 
are studying how reproductive steroids such as estrogen 
and progesterone are absorbed by the body and best 
administered in a clinical setting.

In 1997, Paulson made headlines worldwide when he 
facilitated a successful pregnancy and healthy birth in 
the oldest woman on record at the time, age 63, through 
in vitro fertilization and frozen embryo transfer. (The 
patient had not disclosed her actual age, as she would 
not have qualified for treatment at USC due to its age 
limit of 55 years.)

Paulson completed his doctor of medicine degree 
at the University of California, Los Angeles, David 
Geffen School of Medicine. He received specialty 
training in obstetrics and gynecology at the Harbor-

UCLA Medical Center and subspecialty training in 
reproductive endocrinology and infertility at the USC 
School of Medicine, where he joined the full-time 
faculty in 1986. He is board certified in reproductive 
endocrinology.

“Chairs in this field are rare,” said Paulson, “and 
although we’ve made a lot of progress in the fields of 
reproductive endocrinology and infertility, there is still a 
great deal of work to be done. It’s a wonderful gift from 
the Tutor family to the Trojan Family.”

A graduate of Columbia Law School, Alia Tutor has 
served as an adviser at the United Nations Office for 
Partnerships, where she promoted and developed novel 
collaborations and alliances between the U.N. and cor-
porations, foundations and civil society organizations.  

Ronald Tutor is chair and chief executive officer of 
Tutor Perini Corporation, president of Tutor-Saliba 
Corporation, and a co-owner of Miramax Films.  An 
alum and longtime USC benefactor, Tutor is a member 
of the Executive Committee of the university’s Board 
of Trustees. The Tutor name graces two USC University 
Park campus buildings: the Ronald Tutor Campus 
Center and the USC Viterbi School of Engineering’s 
Tutor Hall.

From left: Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, Alia Tutor and 
Richard Paulson, holder of the Alia Tutor Chair in Reproductive Medicine.

 At the Keck School of Medicine commencement ceremony are (from left): Henri Ford, vice dean 
for medical education at the Keck School , USC Trustee Ming Hsieh, commencement speaker and 
actress Madeleine Stowe and Dean Carmen A. Puliafito.
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