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Message from the Chair:

Each of us makes a difference 
in the work we do every day. By 
caring for people, engaging with 
others to reach the underserved 
and developing new conversations 
to promote health and well-being, 
we are engaged in meaningful 
work which brings us joy and 
pride to the department as a 
whole.

Although the Department 
of Family Medicine is an 
amalgamation of many divisions, 
we share a common passion for 
health, education, research and 
advocacy. Through the sharing 
of these passions, we can create 
a contagious –the good kind – 
atmosphere of joy.

Often what we achieve can 
inspire others and in compiling 
strong stories about joy in 
practice, we can achieve our 
personal goals and the larger 
mission of the 
department. 

If you have 
a story you 
would like to 
share, please 
email me.

USC Judith D. Tamkin Symposium welcomes 
experts, scholars and guests to explore 
innovative research in elder abuse

On March 1, the second USC Judith D. Tamkin International 
Symposium on Elder Abuse focused on the mission of creating 

safe and healthy environments for older adults was held. Thought 
leaders from around the globe gathered in Pasadena for two days 
to share research findings and shape strategies to advance the elder 
justice field. Experts from diverse fields including scholars, clinicians, 
activists, lawmakers, caregivers, and other stakeholders explored 
innovative approaches to elder abuse research as well as new ways to 
integrate community-based participatory research. 

This was a unique opportunity for leaders in any field to come 
together for two days to share knowledge and collaboratively 
strategize on moving a field forward, and with 140 attendees, the 
positive energy was palpable.  

“I am looking forward to getting together with people from all 
around the world who are really interested in this particular area,” 
said Susan Kurrle, MD, PhD, one of the speakers who traveled 
from Australia for the symposium. “It is a really terrific gathering of 
experts and I think the discussions outside the sessions will be just as 
interesting as in the sessions.”

 Judith D. Tamkin and Interim Dean Laura Mosqueda, MD, pose at the 
USC Judith D. Tamkin Symposium in Pasadena, CA.
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Meet the Faculty: Mark Bunin Benor, MD, cares for all patients at the 
Family Medicine Clinic

Mark Bunin Benor, MD, 
joins the Department 

of Family Medicine at the 
Keck School of Medicine of 
USC as a Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Family Medicine. 

After receiving his medical 
degree from Drexel University 

in Philadelphia, he completed his residency in Family 
Medicine at Harbor-UCLA in 2007. 

Since then, he has provided care for uninsured and 
underinsured patients at the Saban Free Clinic, 
T.H.E. (To Help Everyone) Health and Wellness 
Centers, and the Achievable Health Center. He was 
the founding Chief Medical Officer of the Achievable 

Health Center, our nation’s first-ever Federally 
Qualified Community Health Center designed to care 
for patients with developmental Disabilities. 
Dr. Benor comes to USC with a continued interest 
in primary care for patients with neurodevelopmental 
disorders such as down syndrome, autism, cerebral 
palsy, and intellectual disability throughout their 
lifespan. 

He is working on developing models of care for this 
population and teaching medical students, residents, 
and fellow clinicians about their medical management.

His wife, Sarah Benor, is an author and professor of 
linguistics and contemporary Jewish studies at Hebrew 
Union College, and together they are raising three 
daughters in Los Angeles.

Primary Care Physician Assistant Program faculty, staff and students participate 
in the Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count

This year the Primary Care PA Program and the 
entire USC community participated in the Greater 

Los Angeles Homeless Count. This event provides 
information about those experiencing homelessness 
to advise informed decision-making and creative 
solutions. By gathering the information, the city of 
Los Angeles moves towards bringing about an end to 
homelessness.

A group of 27 students, faculty and staff from the 
Primary Care PA Program at the Keck School of 
Medicine of USC volunteered their evening on Jan. 25 
as active participants in this year’s count. 

“The opportunity to participate in the Greater Los 
Angeles Homeless Count is both a joyful occasion 

and sad one,” Program Director Kevin Lohenry, PhD, 
PA-C, said. “The joy comes from supporting the 
community and determining how many people are 
facing homelessness so that we may advocate for more 
money to support ending this cycle. The sadness comes 
from seeing how many of our neighbors are sleeping 
on the streets.”

The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority was 
created in 1993 to address the problems associated 
with homelessness in Los Angeles. It is responsible 
for funding and coordinating the Greater Los Angeles 
Homeless Count. They have held six biennially since 
2005, but as of 2016 the Point-In-Time Count now 
occurs annually.
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Interim Dean Laura Mosqueda, MD, welcomed the 
group early Thursday morning. As the director of the 
USC Center on Elder Mistreatment, housed in the 
Department of Family Medicine at the Keck School of 
Medicine of USC, Mosqueda was the first among many 
to thank Judith D. Tamkin for making the symposium 
possible with her generous support and ongoing 
commitment to the eradication of elder abuse.  

The first day began with an introduction of the Tamkin 
Scholars, whose early career research offers great promise 
for the growing field of elder mistreatment. This year 
featured three up-and-coming scholars from around 
the globe: Ariunsanaa Bagaajav, whose work centers 
on elder abuse detection in primary care in Mongolia; 
Jolie Crowder, who is conducting a secondary analysis 
of the National Elder Mistreatment Study with the goal 
of describing elder abuse within Native American and 
Alaska Native populations, and Ashfaque Talpur, who 
is developing a theoretical framework to explain multi-
etiological nature of elder abuse around ethnic minority 
communities living in the United Kingdom. 
Following the scholars, keynote speaker Jay Belsky, PhD, 
an internationally recognized expert in determinants of 
child abuse, presented on lessons for elder abuse gleaned 
from the etiology of child abuse. 

Over the course of the two-day symposium, panels of 
experts and innovators addressed diverse topics such 
as how theory informs research and how to use data 
sets to answer research questions. A breakout session 

titled, “Moving from Concepts to Prevention” engaged 
attendees in six discussion groups on pivotal topics such 
as resilience, social supports, sexual assault, dementia, and 
caregiving.  

On the second day, Ferrell Moore, RN, and Laura 
Brown, LCSW, from the Coordinated Response to 
Elder Abuse initiative in Memphis, Tennessee, were 
honored with the Georgia J. Anetzberger Award for 
their innovative work in creating a multidisciplinary 
curriculum for elder mistreatment identification and 
intervention in an emergency department setting. 

By the end of the second day, the room was buzzing 
with new approaches to research, plans to integrate 
the community in participatory research, and freshly 
identified ways to fund and expand opportunities to 
ensure elder justice, making the vision of Judith D. 
Tamkin a reality.  

“We always need to keep in mind that the work we are 
doing isn’t just interesting, but it is life changing for 
people,” Mosqueda said in her closing remarks.

The next USC Judith D. Tamkin International 
Symposium on Elder Abuse will take place in 2020. 

For more information on the Tamkin Symposium and 
the USC Center on Elder Mistreatment and their 
transformative work in elder justice visit:  

http://eldermistreatment.usc.edu/

TOP: Sidney M. Stahl, PhD, 
discusses theories in elder 
abuse research at the USC 
Judith D. Tamkin Symposium 
in Pasadena, CA on March 1. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: The three 
Tamkin Scholars recognized 
this year were Ariunsanaa 
Bagaajav, Ashfaque Talpur, 
and Jolie Crowder, PhD (c), 
MSN, RN, CCM.

BOTTOM LEFT: Georgia J. 
Anetzberger poses with the 
two awardees recognized 
for their work in outstanding 
contributions in elder abuse: 
Laura Brown and Ferrell 
Moore.
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Want to make a difference in medicine, education and health care?

http://keck.usc.edu/family-medicine/support-family-medicine/
Donate today to the Department of Family Medicine and contribute to education, 

research and health. Your generosity makes a difference and we thank you for your support.

GWEP and the USC Emeriti Center team up to hold Annual Interprofessional 
Health Care Symposium on healthy aging

On Jan. 5, the GWEP grant sponsored the second 
Annual Interprofessional Health Care Symposium 

for emeritus faculty and community members. Held in 
the Hoffman Medical Research Building on the Health 
Sciences Campus, there were more than 60 attendees who 
heard from experts on healthy aging.

Keynote speaker Freddi Segal-Gidan, PhD, PA-C, spoke 
about strategies to get the most out of a doctor visit by 
sharing her insights on seeing patients who have concerns 
but often are limited to a 15-minute physical. 

The morning was filled with leaders in health care for 
older adults, including a panel of providers from the 
Geriatric Assessment Program. 

During the lunch break, participants were invited into the 
lobby to visit resource tables from organizations such as 
the National Center on Elder Abuse, Alzheimer’s Greater 
Los Angeles, Center for Health Care Rights, Los Angeles 
County Housing Resource Center, and the USC Emeriti 
Center.

The afternoon session was filled with lively discussion 
related to topics ranging from sleep hygiene to health care 
access to strategies to improve memory.

Overall, the event was a successful celebration of healthy 
aging and interprofessional health care for older adults.


