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The Etz Chaim Tree of Life Award of Compassionate Care, made possible 
thanks to a generous gift from Etan Chaim Milgrom, MD, MS, was presented to 
Jo Marie Reilly, MD, MPH, at a recent Department of Family Medicine event.

The annual award recognizes a Keck School of Medicine faculty or staff member 
who strives to improve the health and lives of patients through compassionate 
care with integrity, excellence, respect and empathy.

Milgrom, a physician at USC Engemann Student Health Center at the 
University Park Campus and clinical professor of family medicine, had life-
saving surgery at Keck Hospital of USC and following that experience decided 
to dedicate the award to honor those who go above and beyond to improve the 
health and lives of patients by consistently delivering compassionate care.

Reilly was recognized as a faculty member who not only strives to provide 
excellent, compassionate care to her patients, but teaches these values to the 
future generations of physicians at the Keck School. 

“Taking care of patients with compassion and care are fundamental to my values 
as a physician,” Reilly shared. “That the medical students nominated me for the 
award was extra special because it means that they, too, value humanity in patient 
care, and I have been able to share and role model it for them in a meaningful 
way. It makes me hopeful for the future of patient care.”
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I am proud to recognize both the 
accomplishments of individual 
divisions within our department as 
well as the stories of collaboration 
across divisions.

This quarter we experienced a historic 
high of 21 medical students matching 
to Family Medicine, celebrated the 
incredible news that the Primary 
Care Physician Assistant Program 
is now ranked No. 10 in the nation, 
and collaborated to bring together 
the Family Medicine Clerkship and 
the PA Program, which were selected 
for the Society of Teachers of Family 
Medicine (STFM) Building Better 
Clinical Training Experiences pilot 
project. 

As we continue to move forward 
in primary care, the important 
contributions of family medicine 
physicians and family medicine PAs 
create a legacy of interprofessional 
and collaborative care that benefits 
our students, patients and the greater 
community. We are so proud of our 
excellent educational programs and 
thank all of you who help contribute 
to this important work.

- Jehni Robinson, MD

Message from the Chair

Jo Marie Reilly, MD, MPH, and Etan Chaim Milgrom, MD, MS, pose with a 
plaque that recognizes her compassionate care. 



The Family Medicine Clerkship and PA Program have 
been selected to participate in the Society of Teachers 
of Family Medicine (STFM) Building Better Clinical 
Training Experiences pilot project.  The goal of the project 
is to develop a standardized onboarding process for 
students and preceptors and to integrate students into the 
work of ambulatory primary care settings in useful and 
authentic ways.  

“We are excited to be a part of this project to improve the 
students’ educational experience during their clerkships 
and help preceptors integrate students more easily into 
their practice,” Family Medicine Clerkship Director Kate 
Gibson, MD, shared.

According to STFM, the program is designed to increase 
the pool of community-based preceptors and the quality of 
training at ambulatory sites. The pilot began in April 2019 
and is scheduled to be completed by September 2020. The 
results of the program are expected to be published in 2021.

This program is made up of three project phases and the 

Keck School has been selected to pilot the third phase 
focused on student onboarding and preceptor engagement 
and onboarding. Alongside eight other family medicine 
departments, the Keck School will collaborate with other 
specialties and professions to pilot these procedures for 
bringing on students and preceptors from the STFM.  

 

Family Medicine selected as pilot site to build better clinical training experience

The Primary Care Physician Assistant Program at the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC ranked No. 1 in California and 
No. 10 nationally in physician assistant programs in the 
2020 U.S. News & World Report “Best Graduate Schools” 
rankings.

The Keck School ranking for physician assistant programs, 
conducted every five years, leaped to No. 10 from No. 20 
nationally, a reflection of the school’s commitment to the 
program, which includes a strengthened and refocused 
curriculum, including an emphasis on team-based medicine 
in underserved communities and proficiency in medical 
Spanish.

“Since its inception, the Keck School’s Primary Care 
Physician Assistant Program has placed a strong emphasis 
on recruiting, educating and graduating a diverse group of 
exceptional students,” said Laura Mosqueda, MD, dean of 
the Keck School. “With this national recognition reflecting 
our highest ranking to date, we are uniquely poised to 
continue our mission of scholarship, service and leadership 
as one of the top physician assistant programs in the 
country.”

The program is one of the few throughout the United 
States that places an emphasis on medical Spanish, with 
most students reporting a doubling of their confidence in 

communicating with patients in Spanish by the time they 
graduate. Additionally, the program focuses on building 
leaders in the profession with students attending annual 
advocacy training in Washington, D.C.

The program is also at the forefront of innovation with 
students leveraging digital tools and innovative classroom 
space to encourage high-tech, high-touch learning.

The 2020 rankings are based on the results of peer 
assessment surveys sent to deans, others administrators 
and/or faculty at accredited physician assistant degree 
programs or schools.  Each school’s score reflects its average 
rating on a scale from 1 to 5.

Primary Care Physician Assistant Progam ranked No. 1 in California, No. 10 in the nation



On Friday, March 15, fourth-year medical students, 
alongside family, friends, faculty and staff, gathered to 
participate in Match Day. Excitement filled the quad as 
students prepared to open the envelopes that enclosed their 
future.

This year, 27,782 medical school seniors from across the 
U.S. participated in the National Resident Matching 
Program (NRMP). One hundred eighty-four Keck School 
seniors participated in the NRMP match.

Sixty-four percent of this year’s graduating class will 
complete all or part of their training in California, and 
22 percent will complete all or part of their training at 
LAC+USC Medical Center. Of the 68 seniors who will 
leave California, 12 will go to New York. Internal medicine 
exceeds the number of students entering any other 
specialty with 31 students (12 staying at USC), followed by 
emergency medicine with 25 students, and family medicine 
with 21. Orthopaedic surgery, psychiatry, general surgery 
and anesthesiology are the next most popular specialties. 

Once again the Keck School has shown it’s dedication 
to the specialty of family medicine with more than the 
national average choosing this specialty.

Three medical students selected for leadership scholarships 

It’s a Match: 20 medical students match to family medicine

Three medical students have been selected to receive 2019 
American Academy of Family Physicians Foundation 
Family Medicine Leads (FML) Emerging Leader Institute 
Scholarships. Serena Liu, Alex Chen and Joel Solis 
were selected from a very large and competitive pool of 
applicants as three of the 30 final selected individuals.

Part of this training includes their participation in the 
FML Emerging Leader Institute in conjunction with 
the National Conference in July. As they develop their 
leadership skills, they will be assigned a leadership track 
to engage with family medicine physicians and network 

with students and residents around the country. Through 
these connections, scholars will work on developing and 
completing a leadership project with a matched mentor.
 
“We are truly excited about your participation in the 
FML Emerging Leader Institute and convinced that 
Family Medicine will remain strong and vibrant because 
of students and residents like you, who are dedicated to 
advancing the specialty through leadership development,” 
wrote AAFP Foundation President Douglas A. 
Spotts, MD, FAAFP, FCPP, in an email offering his 
congratulations to the students.   

From left to right: Serena Liu (MS4), Alex Chen (MS4) and Joel Solis (MS3) were all selected as 2019 AAFP Foundation Family Medicine Leads Emerging 
Leader Scholars.



Want to make a difference in medicine, education and health care?

http://keck.usc.edu/family-medicine/support-family-medicine/

Your contribution to the Department of Family Medicine expands education, 
research and health. Your generosity makes a difference and we thank you for your support.
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On April 18, the Department of Family Medicine and the 
Family Medicine Clerkship gathered at the San Antonio 
Winery for a special celebration of the incredible physicians 
who precept and inspire the next generation of family 
medicine doctors.

The event opened with an introduction from the Director of 
the Family Medicine Clerkship, Kate Gibson, MD.

“It is so important to us to truly thank and recognize the 
amazing voluntary faculty who teach, mentor and inspire 
our students through the Family Medicine Clerkship and 
Primary Care Program,” Gibson shared. “This year felt extra 
special as we recognized the 50th anniversary of the creation 
of the specialty of family medicine.”

Anita Mercado, MD, was selected as the Preceptor of the 
Year. Her continued excellence in teaching medical students 
has inspired many students to pursue family medicine. 
Farida Valji, a graduating student who recently matched at 
Long Beach Memorial Medical Center said, “I am really 
thrilled to be here when Dr. Mercado is being honored. She 
was my third-year family medicine preceptor and she was 
instrumental to me in my journey.”

This year the clerkship recognized Richard Gibbs, MD,
Kendra Gorlitsky, MD, Sunil Roy, MD, and Kaiser 
Permanente Los Angeles Family Medicine for 20 years of 
teaching. Additionally, Peiman Berdjis, MD, Brian Doerning, 
MD, Christopher Kramsch, MD, Kishore Nath, MD, and 
Lisa Zeelander, MD, for 10 years of precepting students.

During the dinner, newly matched graduates shared what 
inspired them to choose family medicine and recognized the 
very teachers who started them on this career journey.

“The more I got exposed to family medicine the more I loved 
it,” fourth-year medical student Kasra Behizad shared. “The 
culture is one of service, of joy, of putting patients first. It 
is perfectly situated between the patient and community at 
large and that is the intersection where I want to be.”

Anita Mercado was honored as Preceptor of the Year at the 2019 celebration 
dinner.

Family medicine recognizes preceptors at annual celebration dinner

Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Family Medicine was honored for 20 years of 
precepting Keck school students.

The Family Medicine Clerkship and Primary Care Program faculty and 
staff were excited to honor preceptors, graduating students and the many 

contributions in educating the next generation of family medicine physicians.


