
Message from Dr. Laura Mosqueda, Dean of the Keck School of Medicine

May 30, 2020

Dear KSOM Medical Students,

It’s been a long week, and while I had read about the tragedy of George Floyd it wasn’t 
until last night that I saw the horrific video. After Ahmaud Arbery was shot and killed it 
took a video, public outcry and 74 days for an arrest to be made. Christian Cooper was 
birdwatching in Central Park when he asked a woman to put her dog on a leash, per posted 
signs, and was confronted with a racist act that he recorded.  Once again, the racial 
atrocities that so many have endured for so long become “real” to the rest of the world 
when recorded for all to see.   

These tragic events have left me reeling, wondering, struggling…. 

COVID-19 has unmasked, or really re-revealed, the health disparities in our country. 
When you don’t have health care or reasonable access to it, when you are forced to choose 
between homelessness and working under dangerous conditions, when you don’t have 
access to healthy foods or a safe environment for healthy behaviors, and when these 
matters are so disproportionately true for people with brown or black skin, we must take 
notice.  These facts are not separate from the atrocities that I opened with in this note. 

The apparent lack of regard for human life, particularly when that life belongs to a person 
of color is not new; we are most definitely not in a post-racial era.  Flagrant racial 
inequities persist in our society and permeate every fiber of our being, whether we choose 
to acknowledge it or not. We are so far away from achieving social justice it can feel 
overwhelming and unobtainable. 

Yet every small step we take in the right direction is a step toward realizing the goal. Let 
me start by clearly saying: 

• I denounce racism in all its forms, overt and insidious, systemic and implicit.

• I will work to understand my own biases in order to minimize their detrimental
impact on how I care for patients and society.

• I commit to supporting justice and peace, in word and in deed.

This is a time to think about our core values such as respect, inclusivity, trust, excellence, 
and justice. Let us seek to heal together as we collectively continue to fight on for justice. 
In the words of Martin Luther King Jr:  “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”
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