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Dear KSOM Community,

The recent tragedies of George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery, and the unrest that now 
pervades many of our cities, are symptoms of the same inequalities that contribute to 
poorer health for people of color in the United States. I have spent the weekend thinking, 
reeling, wondering and revisiting my own values with respect to these issues. 

When some don’t have health care or reasonable access to it, when some are forced to 
choose between homelessness and working under dangerous conditions, when some don’t 
have access to healthy foods or a safe environment for healthy behaviors, we must take 
notice. I personally have been inspired by the words of Martin Luther King Jr: “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

This very sad time unites and inspires us to action. We are fortunate to be a part of an 
institution that can make a difference. This is the time to intensify our efforts and I need 
your help. I recognize that this comes during the COVID-19 pandemic; you’ve been 
working so hard under difficult circumstances, personal and professional, to address the 
crisis and prepare for our gradual return to campus, moving forward with our important 
work as the great institution that we are. At this time in particular we have an opportunity 
to contribute to a great societal need, and should keep that in mind as we move forward.

How will we fulfill our responsibility here at the Keck School of Medicine? We have 
already made a commitment to social justice and have initiatives underway such as our 
new medical student curriculum, and our care for the underserved. In the near future, we 
will be launching a course on the role of race in medicine. This course will be facilitated 
by our outstanding faculty and senior medical/doctoral students and will be available to all 
KSOM graduate students.  

With our combined expertise, intellect, and compassion, what more will we do to make a 
dent in structural racism, discrimination, and the growing gap between the haves and have 
nots in our society? If you have ideas or suggestions, please send them to me here or to 
the Office of Social Justice  so that we can synthesize your combined wisdom and 
experience and turn it into action. We look forward to strategizing with you over the 
coming months.

Take care,
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