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Welcome to the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery Residency at the Keck School of Medicine of the 
University of Southern California.  
 
The USC Department of Orthopaedic Surgery is committed to providing our residents an excellent 
educational experience and there are few programs in the United States that can match our program 
with respect to the overall depth of the clinical experience and the educational opportunities provided 
to our residents.   
 
I would now like to tell you about the residency program’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on orthopaedic residency programs throughout the nation. The 
pandemic has forced our program to restructure our clinical rotations and to develop hybrid 
conferences to provide a safe environment for our residents. I am proud of the way our faculty, 
residents and staff have worked together to meet the challenges we have faced over the past 2 years. 
We do not know what will occur in the immediate future, but I can assure you that if you are a resident 
in this program that we will create an environment that will be safe for you and where you can receive 
the best training possible. 
 
There are three major affiliated hospitals in our residency program including:  Los Angeles County + 
USC Medical Center; Keck Medical Center of USC, and Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.  The residents 
also rotate at Kaiser Baldwin Park Hospital which provides them with a community hospital experience, 
and Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center (foot and ankle, and joint reconstruction). The clinical 
diversity associated with these hospitals provides the residents with a unique and robust clinical 
experience which encompasses all aspects of musculoskeletal medicine. Our residents are truly ready 
for fellowship when they leave this program. 
 
Our Department has a strong tradition of excellence and we continue to build on that foundation.  Our 
resident education program is one of the best in the nation. We have a two-year Core Curriculum that 
is the cornerstone of our teaching initiatives.  This Core Curriculum meets every Friday morning and all 
residents are freed from their clinical duties to attend.  The original AAOS Comprehensive Orthopaedic 
Review which I edited is based on this Core Curriculum. (I recently edited the 3rd edition of this text and 
many of our faculty were section editors and authors.) The goal of the Core Curriculum is to teach the 
residents both the pathophysiology of musculoskeletal disease and potential treatment options. In 
addition to the Core Curriculum, we have a number of other conferences including: weekly sub-
specialty based conferences, a monthly Journal Club, Evidence base Conference and Grand Rounds.  
Our goal is not only to teach you to be excellent surgeons but to be able to critically evaluate the 
literature and assess new technology. Last year we opened our Surgical Simulation Lab. Under the 
leadership of Daniel Oakes, M.D. (Program Director) the faculty have created a surgical simulation 
curriculum with a heavy focus on enhancing arthroscopic skills. The goal of this curriculum is to improve 
the surgical skills of the residents before they come to the operating room. In addition, we have created 
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a special curriculum for the PGY-1 residents to further enhance their operative skills. 
 
There is ample opportunity to do both clinical and basic science research within the Department.  All 
residents are required to complete a research project during the course of their residency.  Under the 
leadership of Dr. Zalavras, a research mentoring program has been developed to ensure that each 
resident has a valuable research experience that leads to at least one publication. However, many 
residents have multiple publications. In order to further enhance the resident research experience, we 
are also providing one resident per year the opportunity to take a year out during their residency to do 
basic science research. Please contact me if you are interested in this research year.   
 
We believe that the breadth of our clinical activity, the strength of our didactic programs and the 
various research opportunities provides residents with a superb and unique educational experience.  
Our goal is not only to produce excellent orthopedic surgeons but the future leaders of our profession.  
We also believe that diversity is essential for an outstanding residency program. We are committed to 
recruiting a diverse group of residents and promoting an inclusive environment. We guarantee that 
our residents will have the type of training that will enable them to pursue any type of orthopaedic 
career that they desire.  Dr. Daniel Oakes (Program Director), Dr. Reza Omid (Associate Program 
Director) and the faculty are truly committed to providing you with an optimal educational experience.  
 
We strongly encourage resident applicants to come here to do a sub-internship in order to learn more 
about our program. You can even do a subinternship in November. However, if you want to learn more 
about our program you can attend our Friday morning Core Curriculum and Grand Rounds which are 
on Thursday evenings. Juliann Kwak Lee, M.D. supervises our 4th year medical student education 
program. If you want to join us during one of these activities you may email her at kwaklee@usc.edu 
to learn more about these opportunities.  
 
We realize that the pandemic has made the application process more stressful for you, and we will do 
everything possible to help you through this critical stage of your career. Despite all the changes in our 
world, we believe that this is an exciting time to be an orthopaedic resident at USC and we look forward 
to having you join our orthopaedic surgery family. 
 
Sincerely, 
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